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PREFACE. 



At a time when it is affirmed by some in the 
Church of England, ' that there is nothing in our 
Articles which cannot be explained rightly as not 
contradicting any thing held de fide in the Church 
of Bome ;"* and when proposals are made for an 
union of the Church of England with the Church 
of Bome ; it seems not unseasonable to inquire — 
even for the sake of those who now belong to the 
Church of Bome, or are disposed to join her com- 
munion — whether any light is shed by Holy Scrip- 
ture for our guidance in this important matter. If 
this should be found to be the case, then the question 
is settled, and all further discussion will be unne- 
cessary for those who believe that " all Holy Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God/' 

This is the subject proposed for examination in 
the following Essay. 

Cloisters, Westminster Abbey, 
Jan. 10, 1866. 
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PRAYER. 



Merciful Lord, we beseech Thee to cast Thy 
bright beams of light upon Thy Church, that it 
being enlightened by the doctrine of Thy blessed 
Apostle and Evangelist, Saint John, may so 
walk in the light of Thy Truth, that finally it may 
attain to the light of everiasting life, through 
Jestts Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Collect far the Festival ofSt, John the Apostle and Evan- 
gelist , the writer of the Apocalypse.) 
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Page 60, liii9 It, for of either read of the Old— An edition of the 
New Testament in Greek has been printed at Bome» since 
these wDids were ftrst written* 



ESSAY, 



OHAPTEE I. 

Whether Bahjfhn in the Apocalypse is the^ City of 
Rome. 

The subject of our Enquiry is ; — 

Whether the Prophecies in the Apocalypse \ 
or Bevelation of St. John, respecting Babylon, 
concern Home as she now is ! 

This Question divides itself into two parts ; 

First ; Do these prophecies concern the City in 
which the Bishop of Borne holds his See \ 

Secondly; Do they concern that City in her 
qnrittial as well as her temporal character ; that 
is, do they regard her as a Church, as well as a 
Cityf and as exercising power, not merely at 
Bome and in Italy, but in many other countries, 
and over many other nations of the world ! 

' Chapters xiii. xiv. xV\, x^\. xn\\\. -kcl* 



2 WHETHEE BABYLON IN THE APOCALYPSE [CH; 

Let US begin with the consideration of the 
former of these two questions. 

Do these prophecies concern the City of 
Bome! 

Here let me premise, that the Authorities to 
which I shall refer on this subject, will be derived 
from Scripture, Christian Antiquity, and Pagan 
and Jewish writers ; and that I shall abstain from 
adopting any thing from any quarter, that can be 
suspected of any bias against the Church of 
Bome. 

1. We may now proeeed to observe, first, these 
Apocalyptic prophecies, which describe the Woman 
who is called Babylon, and is seated on the Beast 
with seven heads and ten horns, do not concern 
the older, literal^ Assyricm^ Babylon. The inscrip- 
tion on the Woman's forehead is Mystery*; indi- 
cating a spiritual meaning. This word had been 
used by St. John's brother Apostle St. Paul, 
in his description of the Mystery of Ini^ity, 
opposed to the Mystery of Godliness*: and St. 
John adopts the word from St. Paul, and appears 
to apply it to the same object as that which had 
been pourtrayed by that Apostle*. 

Again, the Babylon of the Apocalypse is de- 

^ Rev. xvii. 5. 7. Mystery, i.e. Something sacred and 
secret, which is designed to convey to the mind more than 
meets the ear ; see Casaubon, Exerc. Baron. 16 ad a.d. 43 ; 
and cf. Heidegger. Myst. Bab. ii. p. 79, 80. 

» 2 Thess. ii. 7, and 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
* 2 Thess. ii. 7. 
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scribed as a City existing and reigning in St. 
Johns's age • ; but the Hteral, or Assyrian, Baby- 
Ion had long ceased to be a reigning city when 
St. John wrote. Therefore the Babylon of the 
Apocalypse cannot be the literal or Assyrian 
Babylon. 

2. What, then, is the City of which St. John 



It is called by him a great Gitt *, and it is 
one which existed ' in his age ; and would con- 
tinue iAi exist for many centuries, certainly to our 
owB times ; as is ^vklent from the fact, that its 
destruction^ as described in the Apocalypse, is re- 
presented there as accompanied by events, which, 
however near they may now be^ no one can say 
have yet taken place. 

The Babylon of the Apocalypse is, therefore, 
some Great City which existed in St. John's age, 
and which stSl exists in our own. 

Now, almost all the Great Cities of his age 
have fallen into decay ; almost the onltf great City 
which tien existed, and still exists, is Rome. 

3. Thirdly, we read in the Apocalypse : Here is 
the mindy or meaning, which hcOh wUdom ' (words 
which appear to predict, that however plain they 
may be, they would be made by some to bear 

• Rev.xvii. 18. • Rer.xvii. 18; 

' Rev. xviK 18, *• that G&bat Qm ^rhVc.^ Tei%iwel^r 

• ReF. xm. 9. 

B 2 



4 WHETHER BABYLON IN THE APOCALYPSE [cH. 

meanings which have not toisdom^ in spite of the 
criterion here given) ; Here is the mind which hath 
wisdom ; the Seven heads of the Beast are Seven 
Mountains, on which the Woman sitteth. 

In St. John'^s age there was One City, a Great 
City, built on Seven Hills,— Rome. The name of 
each of its Seven Hills is well known • : in St. 
John'^s time Borne was usually called ^' the Seven- 
hilled City *."" She was celebrated as such in an 
annual national Festival '. And there is scarcely 
a Boman Poet of any note who has not spoken of 
Bome as a City seated on Seven Mountains. 
Virgil*, Horace, TibuUus, Propertius, Ovid, Silius 

* Palatine, Qulrinal, Aventine, Ceelian, Viminal, Esquiline, 
Janiculan. 

* ^ TToXts 1} cTrraXo^c, Urbt SepttcoUis. 

' The national festival of Septimontium. Plutarch. Probl. 
Rom. p. 280. D, r^ ^(nTifiovpriov Syovaiv cVi r^ rhv cjSdo- 
yuov \6(fiop rfj TrdXct irpotrKaravefiriB^vM, koi r^i/ 'Pd>firfp 
ifrTd\o<f)op y€P€<rBai. — Varro de L. L. dies Septimontium 
nominatus est ab his teptem montibus in quibus Roma sita est. 
' The passages, referred to, from these writers are as 
follows ; 

rtrgU. Georg. ii. 535. ^n. vi. 784 :— 

Septemque una sibi muro circumdedit arces, 
Horace, Carmen Saec. 7 ; — 

Dis, quibus teptem placuere colles, 
TibuUus. ii. v. 55 :— 

Carpi te nunc tauri de teptem montibus herbas. 
. Propertius, iii. x. 57 ; — 

Septem urbs alta jug» toti quae preesidet orbi. 
Ovidius, Trist. i. iv. 69 : — 

Sed quee de septem totum circumspicit brbem 
Montibus imperii Roma deiimque locus. 
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Italicus, Statius, Martial, Glaudian, Prudentius — 
in short, the unanimous Voice of Roman Poetry 
during more than five hundred years, beginning 
with the age of St. John, proclaimed Rome as 
" the Seven-HUled City:' 

Nor is this all. The Apocalypse is iUustrated, 
in this respect, from another source, equally common 
to the world — Coins. 

On the Imperial Medals bf that age, which are 
still preserved, we see Rome displayed as a Woman 
sitting on Seven Hills, as she is represented in the 
Apocalypse *. 

SUiut ItaUcut. xii. 606 :r— 

DeFendere tecta 
Dardana et in teptem discurrere jusserat arcet. 
See also z. 587 ; zvi. 620. 
Statiui. Silv. iy. iii. 26 ;— 

Septem montUfus admovere Baias. 
Martial, iv. Iziv. 1 1 : — 

Hinc septem dominos videre monies, 
£t totam licet eestimare Romatn. 
Clttudkm, zii. 19 (ed. Gesner) : — 

A urea septem^geminta 
Roma coronet arces. 
See also xt. 194. 
Prudentius. De Romano Martyre, 411 : — 

Diviim favore cum puer Mavortius 
Fundaret arcem sepHcoilem Romulus. 
Such are some of the expressions of Roman Poets for five 
centuries concerning Rome. 

* See the coin of Vespasian, described by Capt. Smyth, 
Roman Coins, p. 310. Ackerman, I. p. 87. '* Rome seated 
on seven hills; at the base Romulus and Remus suckled V^^ 
the wolf; before, the Tiber per%ou\?v^^r \\.\^ ^^g^^^^sv 
GessDeri Numism&ta, Tab. Ivu. Cp. N «S\\wv\.^ ^.^^« 
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4. Fourthly, St. John gives another ^terion by 
which the Apocalyptic City is to be identifiedL 
The Woman which thou, aawsst (he says) it tM 
Great City^ which bkigneth over the King$ of the 
Earth'. 

If we refer to the Latin Poets of St. Johns's age, 
we find that the Epithets ccmimonly applied to 
Borne, are'. The greats The mighty^ The royals 
Borne ; The Queen of Nations ; The Eternal OUy; 
The Mistress of ike World. 

If, again, we contemplate the public feelings of 
the World as expressed on the Coins of that pe- 
riod, we there see Borne, as the great City, deified, 
crowned' with a mural diadem, holding in her 
palm a winged figure of Victory, which bears in 
its hand a Globe, the symbol of Bome'^s Conquests 
and [Jniversal Sway. 

Bome, then, was that great City: Borne reigned 
over the Kings of the Earth. Therefore the Wo- 
man is Bome. 

5. Let us pass to another characteristic. 

The Woman, described by St. John as sitting 

• Rev. xvii. 18. 

• " Maxima rerum Roma." Virg. ^n. r. 600. 660. Manil. 
IV. 773. Propert. iv. 1. Hor. 1 Sat. v. 1. 1 Ep. vii. 44. 
Ovid, Met. zv. 445. See the passages cited by Eisner, ad 
Apoc. xvii. 8. xviii. 7. 

' See the figures described, and the citations collected, in 
Spence*s Folymetis, p. 248, and Vaillant, Numismata iErea 
Imperatorum, Paris, 1695, p. 205, **Dea Roma; Roma 
Sterna . . . dextra Victoriam tenens." See also 191, and 
Gossner, Tab. iviil. and Ixii. 
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on Seven Hilla, and as reigning oyer the Kings of 
the Earth, is also called Babylon. 

Upon kerfar^hectd W€U a nam$ written — Mystery, 
Babylon the Great *. 

Geographically and historically, Babylon has 
found a remarkable parallel in Bome. Babylon 
(as St. Angus{ine says *) was the Eastern Bome : 
and Bome, Uie Western Babylon. 

Babylon was situated in a vast plain : and every 
one has heard of the Oampagna of Bome. Both 
cities are intersected by rivers. The soil of Baby- 
lon is described in Scripture as productive of clay 
for brick, a/nd slime, or bitumen, for morter\ Wit- 
ness the Inspired History of the building of Babel 
in that region. And the enormous brick Walls of 
Babylon have passed into a proverb. 

Turn now to Bome. We there contemplate a 
resemblance in these respects, in the long arched 
aqueducts of brick which still stretch across the 
B/oman Gampagna, and connect the City with the 
distant hills ; and in the roads, paved with bitu* 
minous blocks, which joined the capital to the 
coast. 

Again : the city of Babylon ' was surrounded 

* Rev. Tvii. 5. 

' S. Aug. de Civ. D. xvi. 1 7. xviii. 2. 22. His words are, 
*• Civitas Roma altera Babylon." — " Roma altera in Occidente 
Babylooia."-^'* Roma secunda Babylonia.'* 

* Gen. xi. S. 

* See the anthorities collected by Rennell, G<i,tv'^» ^^ 
.Herodotus^ eect. xiv. and Heereu^^ "^^cmcXv^^, n^*Hx» ^- 
122. 174. 
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with pools, which, when it was destroyed, stag- 
nated into swampy morasses, and now greatly 
increase the dreariness and unhealthiness of its 
desolate plain. 

Let us now direct our eyes to the Oampagna' 
of Borne, formerly peopled with cities, and alive 
with the hum of men. From the inundations of 
the Pomptine marshes, and from the inveterate 
malaria of many centuries, and from the fetid 
miasma brooding over its sulphureous springs and 
brooks, it is now scarcely habitable ; and by its 
wild and lonely aspect presents a sad prognostic of 
its future destiny ; and seems to sound a solenm 
alarm and warning into the ear of Faith, that the 
likeness will one day be stronger between Babylon 
and Bome. 

Here are some striking similitudes; and we 
must not neglect the historical parallel between 
Babylon and Bome. Babylon had been and was 
the Queen of the East, in the age of the Hebrew 
Prophets; and so Bome was the Mistress of the 
West, when St. John wrote. Babylon was called 
the Golden City^ the glory of kingdoms^ the beauty 

• See Sir W. Gell's Rome, and its Vicinity, Article Cam- 
pagna, i. p. 249 — ^258. A distinguished Roman Catholic 
author, Chateaubriand, " Souvenirs d*Ita]ie,** p. 4, thus speaks 
of the Roman Campagna, " Figurez-vous quelque chose de la 
desolation de Tyr et de Babjflone dont parle rEcriture. On 
croit y entendre retentir cettc malediction du Frophete, Ve^ 
nient tibi duo hcec subito in die una, steriiiias el vidmUuJ* 
Hence, Rome, though a great City, the Queen of the Earth, 
yet well might be represented by St. John at in the toildemeu* 
(Roy, xvil 3.) 
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of the Chaldeei exedhncy^. She claimed Eternity 
and Universal Supremacy. She said in her heart, 
I mil ascend into heaven^ I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God*. I shall be a Lady for 
ever. I am^ and none else beside me : I shall not 
sit as a Widow, neither shall I know the loss of 
children*. 

In these respects Babylon was imitated by 
Borne. She also called herself the Golden City^ 
ihe Eternal City \ 

Again: the King of Babylon was the rod of 
God*s angery and the staff of His indignation* 
against Jerusalem for its rebellion against Him. 
Babylon was employed by God to punish the sins 
of Sion, and to lay her walls in the dust. So, in 
St. John'^s own age, the Imperial legions of Rome 
had been sent by God to chastise the guilty City 
which had crucified His beloved Son. 

Again : the Sacred Vessels of Ood'^s Temple at 
Jerusalem were carried from Sion to Babylon, and 
were displayed in triumph on the table at the 
royal banquet in that fatal night, when the fingers 



^ Isa. ziv. 4. ziii. 19. ' tsa. ziv. IS. 

• Isa. xlvii. 7, 8. 

' The words Romae ^tebnae are found on the imperial 
coins of Rome, e. g. on those of Gallienus, Tacitus, Probus, 
Gordian, and others. The pope is called Urbis MtenuB Epis- 
copus, by Ammian. Marcellin. xt. 7. Cf. xiv. 6. xvi. 10. 
xix. 10. The Jupiter of Virgil speaks the national language 
when he sajrs, (^n. i. 278,) ^ His ego nee metas rerum nee 
tempora pono ; Impeeium bine tike i^&i^ir 

^ Isa, X, 5. 
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of a mafC$ hand came firth from the WaU^ and 
terrified the King \ 

So, the Sacred Vessels of the Jewish Ten^Icv 
which were restored by Gyrus, and the Book of 
the Law, and the Golden Candlestick ', and tin 
Table of Shew-bread, were carried captive in tii- 
umphal procession to the Roman Capitol : and 
even now their effigies may be seen at Borne, 
carved in sculpture on the marble sides of the tri- 
umphal Arch of Titus, the Imperial Conqueror d 
Jerusalem. 

And what now, it may be asked, was the laa* 
guage of St. John^s own age on this subject! 
Did it, or did it not, recognize Borne in Babylon ! 

To speak, firsts of the JeioB. So strong was 
their sense of the analogy between these two Oities, 
that the name which they commonly gave to 
Home was Babylon*. They felt that in their own 

• Dan. V. 5, 6. 

* At the time when the victorious Persians rushed into the 
city, the princes of Babylon were eng^ed in festiyities. The 
reader may compare Daniel v. 1 — 30, and the terrible descrip- 
tion (Isa. xxi.) with Xenophon, Cyr. vii. 5, (p. 403, ed. 
Oxon. 1820») ^ho says, that the guards of the palace were 
intoxicated. 

' Joseph. Bell. Jud. vii. 5, where he describes the Candle- 
stick. The Apocalyptic phrase, " / will remove thy Candle^ 
ttidcr (Rev.ii.d,) receives a remarkable illustration from this 
procession : and may be added to the other internal proofi 
that the Revelation was written after the taking of Jerusalem. 
The Jewish Candlestick is figured on a Coin of Vespasian. 
Gessner, Tab. Iviii. with the legend ** Hierosoltma. capta." 

'Schottgen. Hor. Hebr. p. 11^5. 'WelaWmvcL Kv^^^xsTyu 
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History God had identified the two. And, it may 
be added^ as reomrkable, that, as the Ihitaration 
of the Jews by Gyrus did not take {daoe till Baby- 
Ion was taken, and then ensued immediately, so it 
is, and has long been, adee[dy-rooted opinion and 
a common proverb among tiiie Jews, that 'Hhe 
Bedenqption of Israel * will not be accomplished, 
before Some is destroyed.**^ 

2. Next, How were Uiese Chapters of the Apo- 
calypse understood by Ghristiam, writers succeeding 
St John I 

Before this question is answered, one remark 
may be made. When St. John wrote, Bome was 
Queen of the World, and whenever she looked on 
Christianity, it was with an evil eye. 

St. John himself was a martyr in will for the' 
faith ; he wrote the Apocalypse in banishment in 
Patmos, to which he was sent a prisoner, for the 
testimony of Jems ChriM*. He could not speak 
clearly concerning Bome without exasperating 
her*. The same observation applies to early 

18. Winer, Biblisch. Realworterbuch, ii. p. 395^ *< Schon die 
Juden pBegten das ibnen verhasste Rom Babylon zu nennei)." 
Cp. Mede*8 Works, p. 902. 

* R. Kimchi in Abdiam /UnKf/l rm/l OHN P"rr CflT 
T'KltC^ ^"» devoitabitur Rowa (^Edom)^ erit redemtio ItraeU. 
See the authorities in the preceding note. The opinion of 
the Rabbis is, that this destruction will be by fire. See the 
authorities in Vitringa, p. 792, note. 

» Rev. i. 9. 

* Hence St. Jerome (ad Algasiam, Qu. zi. voLW«v«^Qt^\ 
explains the r^erve of St. Paul lu ^ T\ie». \\. ^. "^^ wpctx* 

audacterque dixisset, Non vcmet A.iitAeYm^X.xi&'vWS^V^^^^^ 
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IfUerpreters of the Apocalypse. To identify 
Borne with Babylon would probably have been 
represented as treason against her. And we 
know that the followers of Christ were commonly 
regarded by Boman writers as ill affected to her, 
and even as the cause of her calamities. 

Now, mark the reply which was made to such 
allegations as these by the ancient advocates of 
Christianity. They did not deny that Bome toas 
aimed at in their inspired prophecies ; but they 
averred that it was their bounden duty and interest 
to wish well to the existing Empire of Bome; 
because, to use St. PauPs language to the Thessa- 
lonians ', the Imperial Government letted^ that is, 
hindered, prevented, or postponed, the rise' of 
^another Power in its place, to which they could 
not wish well, inasmuch as it would be more inju- 

manum deleatw Imperium, justa causa persecutionis in orien* 
tenv tunc Ecclesiam consur^ere videbatur; and Remigius, 
B. P. M. viii. 1018. Obscure locutus est ne forte aliquis 
Romanorum legeret banc Epistolam et excitaret contra se 
aliosquo Cbristianos persecutionem illorum qui te putabant 
iemper regnaturot in mundo. See also S. Hieron. in Hierem. 

XXV. 

7 2 Thess. ii.6, 7. 

^ TertuUian de Resurr. Carnis, c. 24. S. Chrysostom and 
Theophylact on 2 Tbess. ii. S. Hippolytus de Antichristo, 
c. 49. S. Hieron. in Dan. vii. 8, ad Algas. Qu. xi. ad 2 Thess. 
ii. 7, in Hierem. xxv. 26 : Eum qui nunc tenet, Romanum 
Imperium ostendit. S. Jerome's declaration ad Dan. vii. h 
very striking ; for he says, that omnet Scriptores Ecclesiastici 
tradiderunt, quando regnum est dettruendum Romanorum, 
then the little horn of Daniel, i. e. the beast of the Apocalypse, 
would arise* 
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rious to the Oospel, than the heathen Empire of 
Kome. 

Let these things be candidly considered, and it 
will appear remarkable, that we should have so 
large an amount of assertion from the early Christian 
Church that the Babylon of the Apocalypse is 
Biome, 

We find that among the early Christians some 
were so much impressed with this identity^ that 
they even supposed, that the Babylon, from which 
St. Peter dates his first Epistle', was Eome, 
This supposition was doubtless caused by the 
common belief among Christians, as well as Jews, 
concerning the typical relation of Babylon to 
Home, and proves how strong that belief was. 

A very ancient witness on this subject is Ire- 
nseus. He was one of the disciples of Polycarp, 
the scholar of St. John, and one of the most 
learned among the writers of the Eastern Church 
of that age ; and he lived and died in the West, 
at Lyons in Gaul, of which he was Bishop. Re- 
ferring to the Apocalypse, he says that the world 
must wait till the Roman Empire is divided into 

• Euseb. ii. 15. tov MdpKOv fivrfnoveveip rhv Tlirpov iv 
rfj vporipa €inaro\j^ fjv koI avvrd^ai <l)aaip cV avrrjs 
*F»firfs, a-fiftalveip re tovt avrhv Trjv iroXiP rpoiriK&Tepov 
BafivX&va vpoa(vir6vTa (1 Pet. v. 13). Eusebius is speak- 
ing of Clemens Alexandrinus and, perhaps, Fapias the Scho- 
lar of St. John. — S. Hieron. in Esa. zlvii. I : Non ipsam 
Babylonem quidam sed Romanam urbem inter^vo.t^'oX.^^ ^a^^& 
in Apocaljrpsi et in £pisto\& Petf\ a\\3riX\i"aSv\»x Bdb\^\»a 
appeUatur. 1 Fet. v. 18. 
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several kingdoms, signifi^ by the ten Horns of 
the Beast; and that, tthen these kingdoms are 
increasing in might, then a great power will arise, 
which will overawe these kingdoms, and wfll M 
the Abomination of Desolatian^ toid will be chanl)^ 
terized by the number of the Name of the Bteit 
predicted by St. John. And, proceeding t^ 
speak of this dumber, he adds, that it is Wner 
to be patient, till the Prophecy is fnlfiUed, ihaA 
to pronounce oonfidenUy upon it; but that, ill 
his own opinion, the word Aarebfo^y Laiinm^ 
which contains the requisite number, expresses 
that power. And why, it may be asked, does h$ 
fix upon this word! ** Because the Latitts (he 
says, or Romans) are they who now reipn;'^ al- 
luding manifestly to the words of Si J(A% The 
Woman ichieh thou satcest i& that great City^ toAuft 
reigneth over ths Kings of the Earth '. 

It is therefore dear that Irenseus interpreted 
the prophecies of St. John, concerning the Woman 
on the Seven Hills, the Woman which reigneth^ 
the Woman which is Babgton the Mother o/fomi' 
cations^ of no other City than Borne; and, we 
might add, he did not confine them to Rome as 

^ S. Iren. t. 80, p. 448, 449, ed. Grebe. We may insert tf 
testinony fi*om Hippolytus, a Scholar of Irenseus, (Phot. 
Cod. 121, and me Cave i. 102,) de Christo et Anticbristcs 
§ 86, o^ros- 'UiAmnit 4v VLdrju^ rfj vtiv^ ^ 6p^ *AiroKaKv^fn0 
fiwmipicnf <l>ptKrmv . . • Xeye ftoi, fuucapu leaawiy, *Afr^ 
OToXf Tov KvpioVf Ti €pi€9 Kot fjiwcfras ir€p\ Ba/3vX«oroff; koL 
yhp a^T^ ve 4$»pifrey referring to St. John's baaishmeat 
4r fhe Homan Emperor. 
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Paffon^ for be says that the biwless power repre* 
lented by th^t name toas not yet eome\ 

One of the most learned of the Christian Fathers 
)f the Latin Church of that age was Tertnllian* 
He ai&rms that the Christians of his day pray for 
;he duration of the !Boman Empire^. And why i 
Because its fall would be sueceeded by the rise of 
i great and terrible power. And in two places of 
lis works he uses these words i-^^^^ Names are em- 
Joyed by us as signs ^< Thus Samaria is a sign 
)f Id<datry, Egypt is a symbol of Malediction, 
md, in like manner^ in the writings of our own 
it. John, Babylon is a Jigure of the Boman Oiiy^ 
nighty, proiid of its sway, and fiercely persecuting 
^he Saints^**^ 

If also we refer to those ancient writers who 
composed Commentaries on the Apocalypse, we 
ind the same interpretation meeting us from va- 
rious quarters, and from the earliest times, and 
continued in an uninterrupted series down to our 
3wn day. 

The earBest extant Commentary on the Apoca- 

• S. Iren. v. 90. fi SKko txi^v Bvofia *AvrlxptarT09 (Xev^ 
Tfrai, 

^ Tertulliatt. Afral.^ c. 32. Est et Alin major neceeshasl 
lobb (Chrittianit) orandi pro Impemvtoribus, etiam pro omtti 
tatu Imperii rebusque Romania, quippe qui vim maxioMfli 
inWerso Orbi immiaentem Homaai Imperii eommesto scimus 
vtardari (alkidiiig ta St. Paol's ^ icardx^r he tkat letietk). 
rleDee,. in cap. 99, he bays : Oramu» pro Imperatoribu» . • . 
»ro rerum quiete, pro mora finis* And see the uot^ <^ 
cUgaltius. 

^ Tertulliaa adv. Jud. c. 9 ; and adT, Hwwsa vCv ^ ^^'^ 
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Ijrpse is by a Bishop and Martyr of Pannonia, 
Victorinus, in the third century. He says, Ihi 
City of Babylon^ that is, Borne : the City on seim 
hills, that is^ Borne ; and, The Kings of the Earth 
will hate the Harlot, that is, Borne '. 

Not to mention more authorities, the same lan- 
guage is echoed from the East in the Gommen* 
taries of two Bishops of Gappadocia, Andreas* and 
Arethas; the former of whom expounded the 
Apocalypse in the sixth century ; and from Italy 
and Rome itself by Gasaiodorus ^ first a Senator 
of that city, and then an Ecclesiastic ; and from 
Africa by Primasius ', a Bishop of Adrumetum, in 
the sixth century. 

Thus an appeal has been made to the best 

* See S. Victorinus in Apoc. Bibl. Fat. Max. iii. p. 410. 
419, 420. 

• Arethas (Cramer Catena, p. 427): 7r6pvrjv rrjv naKaiiuf 
vTTCiX^i^ao'i 'P&firfv p. 429. BafivXava tj Koi aifrfiv ri)y 
'PoDfirfv T^v TTcXaiav fj Koi rrfv vtav. See also p. 430.— 
Andreas Bibl. P. Max. v. 623, where he asserts that *' most 
of the ancient Interpreters in the Church affirm that the 
Apocalyptic prophecies concerning Babylon regard Rome s" 
and that when the Man of Sin ** appears, it will be as 
Sovereign of Rome, and (in the opinion of some, p. 621) in 
the Temple, or Church, of God." These testimonies from 
Andreas and Arethas are recorded by them as expositions of 
others. 

^ See hisComplexionesin Apocalyp8im,xxv.p.235. Mere- 
tricem sedentem supra Bestiam, quae habebat capita septeim 
nonnulli de Romana volunt intelligere civitate, qusB suprii 
septem monies sedet, et mundum tingulari ditione possidet. 

^ Primasius Bibl. Fatr. M. x. p. 326. Romam quse super 
septem mantes prsesidet sigmficanft. 
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^ Expositors in the best age of the Church — of 
whom some lived before Rome had become Ghris- 

■ tian, and some after — who were exempt from the 

■ partialities and prejudices of modem times, and 
who, to say the least, had no personal reasons for 

k inventing and promulgating such an Interpretation 

k as this, but had many inducements to suppress it — 

I and we find that they declare, that the Babylon of 

: the Apocalypse is Rome. 

To sum up the evidence on this portion of the 
enquiry ; We have in our hands a Book, dictated 
by the Holy Spirit to St. John, the beloved Dis- 
ciple, the blessed Evangelist, the last surviving 
Apostle, — ^a Book predicting events from the day 
in which it was written even to the end of time ; a 
Book designed for the perpetual warning of the 
Church, and commended to her pious meditation 
in solemn and affectionate terms. In it we behold 
a description, traced by the Divine finger, of a 
proud and prosperous Power, claiming universal 
homage, and exercising mighty dominion : a Power 
enthroned upon many waters^ which are Peoples^ 
and Multitudes^ and Nations^ and Tongues^: a 
Power arrogating Eternity by calling herself a 
Qtteen for ever : a Power whose prime agent, by 
his Lamb-like aspeci, bears a semblance of Chris- 
tian purity, and yet, from his sounding words and 
cruel deeds, is compared to a Dragon*: a Power 
beguiling men from the pure faith, and trafficking 

' Rev, xviu 1, 15. ^ IBleN, t:\\v\^* 
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inhuman 8<mb\ tempting them to commit spiritual 
adultery, alluring them to herself by gaudy colours 
and glittering jewels, and holding in her hand a 
golden cup of enchantments, by which she intoxi- 
cates the world, and makes it reel at her feet. 

This power, so described in the Apocalypse, is 
identified in this Divinely inspired Book with 

(1) a great city. The City is described as 

(2) seated on seven Hills* It is also charae- 
terized as 

(3) that great Oity, which 

(4) in the time of St. John reigned over the 
Kings of the Earth. And 

(5) it is represented as Babylon. 

Having contemplated these five characteristics 
of this prophetic description, we pause, and con- 
sider, — what City in the world corresponds to it? 

It cannot be the literal Babylon, for she was not 
built on seven hills, nor was she the Queen of the 
Earth in St. John's age. It is some Great City 
which then existed, and would continue to exist 
to our age.' Among the very few Great Cities 
which then were, and still survive, One was seated 
on Seven Hills. She was universally recognized 
in St. Johns's age as the Seven-hilled City. She is 
described as such by the general voice of her own 
most celebrated writers for five centuries; and 
she has ever since continued to be so character- 
ized. She is represented as such on her own 
Coinage, the Coinage of the World. This same 

- Rev. xviiu \a. 
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City, and no oiher^ then reigned over the Kings of 
the Earth. She exercised Universal Sovereignty, 
and boasted herself Eternal. This same City 
resembled Babylon in many striking respects ; — rin 
dominion, in wealth, in geographical position, and 
in historical acts, especially with regard to the 
Ancient Church and People of God. This same 
City was commonly caUed Babylon by St. John's 
own countrymen, and by his disciples. And, 
finally, the voice of the Christian Church, in the 
age of St. John himself, and for many centuries 
after it, has given an almost unanimous verdict on 
this subject; — that the Seven-Hilled City, that 
Great City, the Queen of the Earth, Babylon the 
Great of the Apocalypse, is no other than the City 

of BOME, 



c 2 
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CHAPTER II. 

Whether Babylon in the Apocalypse is the Church of 
Borne, 

We now advance a step further in the argunoient ; 
and our present Enquiry is, 

Whether the Apocalyptic prophecies, which 
have been specified, refer to Borne in her spiritiMl 
as well as in her temporal character; that is, 
whether they concern her, not only as a City, but 
as a Church ! 

1. The great City, the City on the Seven Hills, 
the City which in the age of St. John reigned 
over the Kings of the Earth, the mystical Babylon 
enthroned upon many waters, this, we have seen, 
is the City of Borne. And Borne it is acknow- 
ledged to be by the concurrent voice of the Chris- 
tian Church in the age of St. John, even to this 
day. 

2. So strong, indeed, is the evidence of this 
identity, that the Divines of Papal Borne have not 

able to resist it. It i& enou^ io xsii^Tdioti 
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three most eminent among them, — Bellarmine, 
Baronius, and Bossuet \ 

" St. John in the Apocalypse," says Cardinal 
Bellarmine ", " calls Bome Babylon ; for no other 
city besides Bome reigned in his age over the 
Kings of the Earth, and it is well known that 
Bome was seated upon Seven Hilk.'''' 

"It is confessed by aW," says Cardinal Baro- 
nius ', " that Bome is signified in the Apocalypse 
by the name of Babylon." 

And the language of the celebrated French 
Prelate, Bossuet *, in his Exposition of the Book 
of Bevelation, is : " The features (in the Apoca- 
lypse) are so marked, that it is easy to decypher 
Bome under the figure of Babylon." 

1 Similar avowals might be cited from other eminent 
Romish Theologians, e. g. Salmeron, Alcasar, Maldonatus. 

* Bellarmine de Rom. Pont. ii. c. 2. J Praeterea, tom. i. p. 
282, ed. Colon. 1615. "Praeterea Joannes in Apocalypsi 
pasnm Romam vocat Babylonem ut Tertullianus annotavit lib. 
3 contra Marcionem, et aperte colligitur ex capite xvii. 
Apocalypsis, ubi dicitur Babylon magna sedere tuprd septern 
monies et habere imperium super reges terr<s, !N'ec enim alia 
civitas est, quae Joannis tempore habuerit super reges terras 
quam Roma, et notissimum est supra septem colles Romam 
sedificatam esse.** 

' Baronius, Annal. ad a.d. 45, num. zvi. " In Apocalypsi 
Joannis Romam BcAylonis notatam esse nomine in confesso 
est apud omnes.** 

* Bossuet, Pref. sur I'Apocalypse, J vii. ** C'est une tradi- 
tion (]e tons les Peres que la Bahylone de I'Apocalypse c*est 
Tancienne Rome, Tous les Peres ont tenu le meme Ian- 
gage. Avec des traits si marquea e'eaV. wuft «iv\^\sv^ «»fe»'^ 
dechiffrer que Home sous la figure de Babi|loner 
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Such is the avowal of the most learned Divines 
of papal Borne. 

3. Here then, we see, the question is brought 
into a narrow compass. The Babylon of the 
Apocalypse, it is allowed by Bomish as well as 
Protestant writers, is the City of Eome. 

4. But, it may now be asked. 

Since such heavy judgments are denounced on 
Babylon in the Apocalypse, how could any persons 
acknowledge Borne to be the Apocalyptic Babylon, 
and yet regard her as the Mother and Mistress of 
Churches ? 

The answer is, the Divines of Bome affirm that 
what St. John predicted of Babylon, concerns 
Bome only as a City^ and not as a Church, And, 
they add, that it concerned Bome as heathen^ but 
does not refer to it as Christian *. 

In support of this opinion it is alleged by them, 
for instance by Bossuet, who has most laboured 
this point, in his Commentary on the Apocalypse*, 
that the ancient Christian Fathers did indeed 

< ** Non Romana Eccletia est Babylonis nomine ntinGupata, 
sed ipsa tantummodo civitas, cum adversus Ecclesiam bellBm 
gereret.** Baron. Ann. a.d. 45, s. num. xviii. 

** Non contra Ecctetiam Romanam sed contra GentiRtatein 
Romanam Joannes est locutus.** Beilarm. de Pontif. ii. e. ii. 

** La Babylone, dont saint Jean predtt la chute, etoit Rome 
conquerante et son empire ; et la chute de Rome arriv^e sous 
Alaric est un denoAment de la prophetie de saint Jean.* 
Bossuet, Pref. but I'Apoc. § Tiii. § x. 
"- ' Vol. XXIV, of his works, ed. Pans, \%T1 • 
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identify the Apocalyptic Babylon with the City of 
Borne ; but he affirms, that they did not identify 
it with the Church of Borne ; and he adds that 
every person of judgment will prefer the interpre- 
tation of the ancient Fathers to that of modern 
Expositors who identify Babylon with the City and 
Church of Bome. 

5. But on this allegation it may be observed — 

The Fathers who lived in the first three cen- 
turies, that is, who flourished be/ore Bome became 
Christian, recognized the City of Bome in the 
Apocalyptic Babylon ; so did the Fathers who 
lived in the fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries, when 
Bome was becoming, and in the end did became^ 
Christian. And we follow the Fathers, as far as 
they g6. We^ with them, see the City of Bome in 
Babylon. But the question is — Must we not see 
something more f 

And here we make a distinction. 8t, John was 
inspired by the Holy Ghost; he was a prophet^ 
and was enabled to foresee and to foretel what 
the Church of Bome would become. But the 
Fathers were not Prophets ; they knew Bome only 
as she urns in their own age ; and we do not pre- 
tend that the Church of Bome was then, what she 
is now. 

The Fathers could not foresee that Bome would 
add Twelve Articles to the Nicene Creed, and 
that she would impose these articles on all men, 
as terms of communion^ and as uecessdiX^ \»v^ ^tsS^- 
vstioB. The Fathers could not W«e y^«®k^^^'«^^ 
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this. They would have recoiled from such a 
notion, as incredible. Indeed one of our strong- 
est objections to the Church of Bome is, that she 
enforces doctrines which the Ancient Fathers never 
knew^ and which (as the Bomish advocates of the 
Doctrine of Development allow) she herself did not 
explicitly profess for many centuries'. And, if 
she had held these doctrines in the days of th« 
ancient Fathers, then our argument against the 
novelty of these doctrines would fall to the ground. 
Our answer therefore is : — We do not pretend 
that, in the age of the Fathers, the Church ot 
Bome was Babylon ; but the question to be con- 
sidered is, \vhether she might not become Babylon 
by adopting and enforcing doctrines which neither 
they nor she held or dreamt of in their age ; and 
whether, by now holding those doctrines, and by 
anathematizing all who do not receive them, she 
does not assimilate herself to the Apocalyptic 
Babylon, who requires all men to drink of her cup *. 
And we think that if the Fathers were alive, they 
would join with us in the enquiry, whether she is 
Babylon ? 

6. The truth also is, that Bossuet misrepresents 
the interpretation which identifies the Church of 
Bome with Babylon. He calls it " a Protestant 
interpretation ;"" by which he means that it is a 

^ And as is exemplified, in a most striking manner, by the 
present Pope's recent Decree, making "the Immaculate 
Conception " to be an article of Faith, 

* Rev. xir, 8. xvili. 8. 
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modern interpretation, contemporary with, or sub- 
sequent to, the Reformation. 

But this is an oversight. For no sooner did 
the Church of Borne begin to put forth her present 
claims, and enforce her modem creed, than it was 
proclaimed by many witnesses, that by so doing 
she was identifying herself with the Babylon of the 
Apocalypse. 

Dating from Pope Gregory the First, who made 
a prophetic protest against the title of Universal 
Bishop at the close of the sixth century, we can 
trace ^ a succession of such witnesses to this day. 
In that series we may enumerate the celebrated 
Peter of Blois, the Waldenses, and Joachim of 
Calabria*, Ubertinus de Casali, Peter Olivi', 

' See the authorities in Wolfii Lectiones Memorabiles, ii. 
p. 839—841 ; also in i. 376. 384. 408. 418. 429. 438. 443. 
488. 597. 600. 610; and in Gerhard, Confessio Catholica, p. 
583, sqq. ed. Francofurti, 1679. See also Abp. Usher de 
Christ. Ecel. Success, c. ii. p. 36. c. v. p. 109. c. vii. p. 196. 
lUyric Catal. Test. p. 1558. Grosstete, Bp. of Lincoln, ap. 
M. Paris, ad a.d. 1253. The Bishop's dying words on this 
subject are very striking. See also Allix, Hist, of the 
Churches of Piedmont, p. 207. 

' See Appendix C of the Author's Edition of the Apoca- 
lypse, in the original Greek, with an Englbh translation and 
Harmony, Lond. 1849. 

' See Appendix D and E of the Volume referred to above. 
It must be remembered, also, that only they who were ready 
to incur great perils for the truth, would venture to pro- 
mulgate this Exposition. Peter Olivi was condemned as a 
heretic, and the Sarabaites were burnt for teaching "Ecdesiam 
Romanam magnam esse meretricem." ^ee KyV^'^^^^^^^^ 
143/ aad Appendix E, p. 144. 145. 
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Marsilius of Padua, and the illustrious names of 
Dante and Petrarch *. 

So far from it being the case that the inter- 
pretation, which identifies the Church of Borne 
with the Apocalyptic Babylon, dates from the 
Reformation, the truth rather is, that it did much 
to produce the Reformation. 

The fact undoubtedly is, that, in the seventh 
and following centuries, the Church of Borne was 
united with the City of Bome by the junction of 
the temporal and spiritual Powers in the Person 
of the Boman Pontiff; and when the Church 
of Bome began to put forth her new doc- 
trines and to enforce them as necessary to sal- 
vation, then it was publicly ai&rmed by many, 
(although she burnt some who affirmed it,) that 
she was fulfilling the Apocalyptic prophecies con- 
cerning Babylon. And though the destruction of 
heathen Bome by the Goths in the fifth century 
was a most striking event, yet not a single * wit- 
ness of any antiquity can be cited in favour of the 
Exposition of Bossuet and his co-religionists, who 
see a complete fulfilment of the predictions of the 

* See the numei^ous passages collected from Dante by 
Wolfe, p. 610—618; from Petrarch, ibid. p. 677—684; and 
from Dante and Petrarch in Ros8etti*8 Spirito Antipapdle, 
Lend. 1832. 

^ Primasius, Bede, Haymo, Aquinas, and Ambrosius Ans-^ 
bertus, who lived either be/ore the corruptions of Rome 
became flagrant, or wrote under her influence, g^eneralizo 
some of these predictions into denunciations against Heresy ; 
but not one of them supposed them to have been exhausted in 
tAe destruction of HeeUhen Rome. 
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Apocalypse concerning the destruction of Babylon 
in the /aU of Heathm Borne by the sword of 
Alaric. 

Indeed, that exposition is a modem one ; it is an 
afterthought; and has been devised by Bossuet 
and others to meet the other, which they call the 
Proieetaniy interpretation. The identification of 
the Apocalyptic Babylon with ancient Heathen 
JRame^ as its adequate antitype, is an invention of 
modem Papal Borne. 

7. Let us now euppose^ for argument's sake, 
with Bossuet and the great body of Bomish Inter- 
preters, that the predictions of the Apocalypse 
concerned Borne only as a City^ a pagan City, and 
do not concern her now both as a Oity and a Chureh, 
And let us also suppose with them, that Bome is 
what they affirm her to be, the ^^ Mother and 
Mistress of all Churches ;**' and that there is one 
thing needful for all men — as all Bomish Divines 
assert — namely, to be in communion with Bome. 

What then is the state of the case ! 

I. Here is the Apocalypse, a prophetical Book, 
as they allow, dictated by the Holy Ghost, reveal- 
ing the History of Christianity from the Apostolio 
age to Christ's Second Advent, and designed for 
the edification and comfort of the faithful mem- 
bers of the Church in the dangers, trials, diffi- 
culties, and perplexities which awaited them. 
Under such circumstances as these, nothing would 
have been more natural, nothings ^^ xsjk»:^ ^^s»si^ 
add, more necessary, than t\\a\) S>V i^\!k^ ^^^^ 
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have said to the followers of Christ, — You will, I 
foresee, be assailed by violence from without, and 
by heresies and schisms from within ; you will be 
tempted to swerve from the faith. But be of 
good cheer, you need not be distressed, you need 
not be perplexed. There is one Church which 
cannot err, and will never fail, — the Church of 
Rome. Rome is nom a Heathen City, the Queen 
of the Gentile World ; but Rome will, ere long, 
become the Capital of Christendom. And the 
Church of Rome is, by Christ^s appointment, the 
Mother and Mistress of Churches. He who now 
rules at Rome is a Pagan Prince ; but when a few 
years have elapsed, the sovereignty of Rome will 
pass into other hands : it will be swayed for more 
than a thousand years by the Bishop of Rome. 
He is Infallible ; he is the Arbiter of the Faith ; 
his chair is the Centre of Unity ; he is the Vicar 
of Christ. One thing is indispensable : remain in 
communion with Mm, Obey him ; then nothing 
can harm you, nothing can disturb you. You 
will be safe, you will be blessed, for ever. 

What a simple rule ! how easy of application ! 
Can it be imagined, that the Author of the 
Apocalypse would not have commended it ? Can 
it be imagined that St. John — or, rather, the 
Spirit of God — would have been silent on this 
most momentous matter ! that He, when writing 
a Prophetic History of the Churchy would not have 
breathed a syllable about it! And yet, if the 
Church of Rome is not the Harlot City, if she is 
i%?/ Babylon^ then she is not e'oew ouce meutloued \s^ 
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the Apocalypse ! Indeed it is affirmed by Bossuet, 
that there " is not a single trace of the Church of 
Borne in this whole hook *.'' Her very existence is 
Ignored. And yet we are assured by all Romish 
Divines and Roman Pontiffs, that Rome is ^' the 
Mother and Mistress of Churches,^" and that com- 
munion with the see of Rome, and subjection to 
her laws is necessary to salvation ! . . . How in- 
credible ! 

II. Let us again put the same case. Let these 
prophecies of the Apocalypse be imagined to con- 
cern Rome only as a City^ a pagan City^ and not 
as the papal Church. 

What then? Here are divine prophecies — 
prophecies large and full — commended in solemn 
terms to the pious meditation of the Church, even 
till Christ comes • ; and yet they can afford warn- 
ing and comfort only to a fewj for a short period 
after they were published. For Pagan Rome was 
sacked by Alaric and the Goths in the year of our 
Lord 410, little niore than three hundred years 
after the Apocalypse was written ; And then, we 
are told by Bossuet and other Romish Divines, 
Babylon fell ! 

What a lame fulfilment of these predictions ! 
Give every advantage to the supposition. Allow 
that they were believed by the early Christians to 
be consummated in Heathen Rome ;— ^which is not 

* Fref. X. he calls, " Rome une Eglise, dont il n'y a aueun 
Vestige dans tout le livre." 

• Rev.LS.xxil 19, 20. 
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the case; — then what follows! Some ancient 
Christians were instructed by them ; and, in- 
structed to do fchatf To shun the idolatry of 
Heathen Borne. Not to sacrifice to Jupiter! 
Not to burn incense to the statue of the Roman 
Emperor ! Did they need a new, large, and 
elaborate jMrophecy to teach them that ? St. Peter 
and St. Paul and all the Apostolic martyrs had 
done this. The Apocalypse was not necessary to 
.save them from Apostasy. No ; with reverence 
be it said, here was no worthy crisis for the inter- 
vention of the Holy Spirit of Gk)d. 

III. But now change the hypothesis. Suppose 
Babylon to be, not a pagan City^ but a corrtxpt 
Churchy putting forth her claims and veiling h^ 
corruptions, under the most specious and alluring 
colours: biding them under the fair forms of 
Antiquity, Sanctity, Unity and Universality, 
Tkm the case is different. Here is a new farm of 
evil requiring a mw remedy. Here is an Anti« 
Christ ' sitting in the Church, and teaching error 
disguised as Truth. An Anti-Christ speaking in 
the name of Christ. Here is a strong delusiop, 
one that may ensnare the world. Here is a critical 
occasion, an urgent exigency, for the intervention 
of the Holy Ghost. Here is a profitable exercise 

7 For "there are nwwy Anti-Ckrists." (1 John ii. 18.) 

The Author of this Essay does not identify the Apocalyptic 

Beast with the infidel Anti-Christ mentioned in St. John's 

Epistles (I John ii. 18. 22. iv. 3. 2 John 7), though the one 

majr, Hue/ probably will, lead to aivdbe «L\iaoT\i^4Va\JafeQtbfir, 
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of His Divine Offioe of prophecy, guidance and 
warning to the Church, Heife is a fit Mission for 
the Comforter. 

And, (/* such a Church as we have now described 
has existed, and if it has continued to exist for 
many centuries, and does now exist in the world ; 
i/it has so existed, and does still exist, at Borne; 
and (/*, by the union of the secular power with the 
spiritual, the Roman Church is, and has long been, 
identified with the Roman City; and if the Apo- 
calyptic Babylon is allowed on all hands to be the 
City of Rome, then we here see a proof, that the 
Babylon of the Apocalypse, which is confessed by 
Romish Divines to be the Roman City^ is not only 
the Roman City^ but the Roman Chmixh. 

IV. At this point, a few words may be ad- 
dressed to some persons, who affirm that the 
real conflict of our own times is not between 
one form of Christianity and another, but be- 
tween Christianity and Infidelity; and who 
either overlook these prophecies of the Apoca- 
lypse altogether, and seem to forget that they 
exist in the Word of God, and that the Holy 
Spirit pronounces those blessed^ who read and keep 
the foorda of this prophecy, and denounces a male- 
diction on all who taie away from them ; or else 
draw these prophecies aside from their aim, and 
are impatient with us who retain them in that 
direction which they believe, and think they can 
prove, to be the true one. 

It cannot be denied that Yfe \i«N<^ \ss».^ *v.^ 
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dread from Infidelity ; their fears in this respec 
are ours. 

We allow also that the Anti-Christ briefl; 
noticed by St. John in two of his Epistles is ai 
Infidel Power. 

But it is not the main end and aim of Prophecg 
to warn men now against Infidelity^ any more thai 
it was formerly, against Paganism. The Powe 
described by St. Paul and St, John in the Apoca 
lypse is expressly called a Mystery. But Infiddi\ 
proclaims itself : it is no " Mystery." And Chris 
has pronounced His sentence, once for all, agains 
Unbelief: He that helieveth and is baptized shall I 
saved; hut he that helieveth not shall he damned^ 
No subsequent voice could add force or clearnes 
to this divine Verdict. 

But it is the legitimate aim and end of Christiai 
Prophecy, to warn the world 'against the insidiou 
designs and mysterious workings of deadly erroi 
masked in the garb of Religion ; for Satan is neve 
BO much to be feared as when he is transformer 
into a/a angel of Light •. 

And even hecame Infidelity is to be dreaded 
this warning against corrupt Religion was neces 
riary to be given ; for the state of those who us 
Beligion as a cloak for sin and error is worse thai 
that of Heathens ^ Superstition is the most pro 

» Mark xvi. 16. • 2 Cor. xi. 14. 

* Hooker, Sermon v. 9. •* Mockers (Jude 18) are the; 

that use Religion as a cloak ; who kiss Christ with Judaf 

and betray Him with Judas . . . who use truth to subver 

truth, yea Scriptures themaelvea to tf\apTON^ ^wv^Vn^x^ \ , 
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Hfic source of Atheism*. When a People sees 
Beligion allying itself with imposture, they soon 
regard Religion as a fraud, and become eager to 
destroy it as an insult to themselves. Thus Super- 
stition goads them on to Irreligion, and tempts 
them to blaspheme Christianity. 

Looking, then, at the declarations of Scripture 
concerning Infidelity, and at the true ends of 
Christian Prophecy, and at the perils of the World 
from Infidelity, and at the language and spirit of 
these Apocalyptic prophecies, we see reason to 
believe, even on this account, that the form of 
Anti-Christianism contemplated by them is not a 
heaihen^ or infidelj but a religious^ one. 

V. Another objection may be considered here. 

Some persons have alleged, that since Prophecy 
is best interpreted by its fulfilment, and since all 
do not agree in interpreting these Apocalyptic pro- 

Sorely the condition of these men is more lamentable than is 
the condition of Pagans and Turks.^ 

' In the present times, all will do well to ponder the words 
of cor great English Divine, Bp. Bull. Speaking of certain 
Romish corruptions, especially in the worship of the Blessed 
Virgin, he says, " Wise men have thought that the authors 
of these romances in religion were no better than the tools of 
Satan, used by him to expose the Christian Religion, and 
thereby to introduce Atheitm, And indeed we are sure, that 
the wits of Italy, where these abominable deceits have been, 
and are, chiefly countenanced, were the first broachers of 
Infidelity and Atheism in Europe, since the time that Chris- 
tianity prevailed in it." Bp. Bull, Swvxv. vi« \^.\•^*^Sifev 
ed Oxf. 1827. 
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pheciefi in such a manner as to apply them to 
Borne, and since Kome denies that they are ap- 
plicable to herself, therefore they ought nai to be 
so interpreted. 

But a little consideration will show the fidhej 
of this allegation. 

It is indeed true that Prophecy is beet tQte^ 
preted by its fulfilment ; and, if it comnot be proved 
to the satisfaction of candid, intelligent, vaidi atteih 
tive enquirers, that these Prophecies ka/90 beoB 
partly fulfilled in the Church of Rome, then as- 
suredly there is a strong presumption that thej 
have not been so fulfilled. 

But, — because the fulfilment is not ttniyeraal^ 
acknowledged, and, particularly, not acknowledged 
by the Church of Borne, — it is noi therefore trae, 
that they have not been fulfilled. 

All Christians agree, that the Prophecies of tb 
Old Testament^ concerning the Memah^ hav$ nov 
been fulfilled for near two thousand years in the 
person of Jesus Christ. . And yet, up to this hom; 
the heathens do not believe this ; and, what ii 
more, the Jetos^ who were the most concerned is 
the accomplishment of those prophecies, and ha4 
in some respects, the best opportunities of judging 
of it, do not acknowledge their fulfilment, but 
obstinately deny it. 

But, let me ask, — Does this denial of that aoeoA' 

plishment in any degree invalidate the truth e( 

those prophecies, or render their fulfilment leaS 

certain ? Assuredly not. Nay, it confirms it 

For, this incredulity oi tVie 3e7)^ ^^i& '^tdXaM h 
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tboee prophecies: Lord^ who hath hlUmd our 
report*? 

In like manner, it is futile to allege, that these 
prophecies of the Apocalypse do not point at the 
Church of Bome^ because the Church of Borne does 
not acknofJoledge that they concern her. Indeed 
this her scepticism concerning them is a corrobora^ 
Hon of the proof of their fulfilment. Just as it 
was foretold in the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment, that the Jetos would not believe their fulfil- 
ment; so in like manner it is foretold in those of 
the Apocalypse, that she whom they do concern 
wffl not believe them, and will not repent \ but will 
be stricken with judicial blindness, and be hardened 
by Ood's judgments ; in a word, that Babylon will 
be Babylon to the end. 

Therefore, i/* the Church of Rome is Babylon, we 
have no reason to be surprised that she does not ac- 
knowledge, and have no reason to expect that she wiU 
acknowledge, that she herself is the subject of these * 
prophecies, and is there pourtrayed as Babylon. 

Let us observe here the mysterious dealings of 
QqA. The Jews hold in their hands, and revere as 
diwne^ the Old Testament, And from the Old 
Testament the Church of Christ proves her own 
cause against the Jews. And so the Church of 
fiame holds in her hands the Apocalypse; she 
lu^knowledges it to be tiie work of St. tfohn, and 
requires all men to receive it as divindy inured ^ 

* Isa. liii. 1. John ziL 38. ^ Rev. iz.20.zvi.9— 11. 

, * See Coneil. Trideatin. Sess. iv. wher« ^ k^Kk)^^^^H«& 
JoEDDif Apostoli " 18 specified in her Cauon <A ^fv^V^x^* 
D 2 



36 WHETHEB BABYLON IN THE APOCALYPSE [CH, 

And may not perhaps the Church of Chri^ prove 
from it her own cause against Rome ! 

The true question therefore, we see, is — not 
whether the Church of Bome acJcnowledges^ — no, 
nor whether persons of our oum Communion 
acknowledge, that these prophecies have been 
already fulfilled, or are being fulfilled, and will be 
completely fulfilled, in the Church of Rome,— 
but, whether there is evidence to convince an mh 
prejudiced mind that such is the case. 

This is the question before us. 

VI. Let us pass to another point. The Wo- 
man, called the '' Harlot \'" and '' BabyloTiy'" or 
'* the Great City,'' the '' City on 8evm Hills,'" the 
City of Rome, sits on the Beast as on a throne, 
that is, governs it, and is supported by it. The 
Beast is represented as having ten Horns ' hearing 
Crowns*, which, we are taught, are ten Kings, oi 
Kincfdoms; and these, it is added, had not receiwi 

^ Heidegger's note deserves attention : (Myst. Babylon.! 
53.) ** Meretrix a Bestid distinguenda est. Meretriz ii 
Bestia sedet eamque regit, subjicit, et ad facienda imperati 
flectit. Bestia, multitudo regnum constituens, meretricem 
fiaardCei . . . Eadem utrobique Babylon : sed parte impe- 
rante et parente discreta." 

7 These Ten Horns, as Mode observes, are not to be re- 
garded as distributed among the Seven Heads, but as all 
issuing from the Seventh Head. 

^ Rev. xiii. 1. The word here rendered crowns is diodf 
fiara, the emblem of royally, distinguished from ariffxEins, 
(Rev. vi. 2,) the crown of victory. Both are ascribed to 
Cbri8t, See Rev. vi. 2. idx. 1^. 
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potoer in St. John's age, but were afterwards to 
receive it with the Beast ^ . 

Now, i/5 with Bossuet and his co-religionists, 
we imagine the Woman on the Beast to be 
ffeathen, and not Christian, Rome, — Where, in that 
case, were these Ten Kingdoms, which did not 
exist in St. John'^s age, and which were to arise 
and receive power together with Borne ? Heathen 
Borne reigned alone^ and was destroyed^ before any 
such kingdoms arose. None can be found to cor- 
respond to St. John'*s description. 

But now adopt, again, the other supposition. 
Let the Beast, with the Woman enthroned upon 
it, represent the City and Church planted on 
the Seven Hills on which the Woman sits. Let 
it represent the Church of Borne. Then all is plain. 
When the heathen Empire of Bome fell, new 
Kingdoms arose from its ruins. These were the 
horns of the Beast which then sprouted up ; then 
the Church of Bome increased in strength; and 
these Kingdoms recdved power with her. 

And look again at the prophecy. These kings^ 
we read, give their power and strength to the Beast. 
They reign, as kings, at the same time with the 
Beast. As kings — that is, they are called kings — 
but the Beast is the real Sovereign of their sub- 
jects. And what is the fact! The European 
Kingdoms which arose at the dissolution of the 



* Rev. xvii. 12, fiiap &pav iierh tov Briplov. Cf. Dan, \l.l, 
7, where the horns are kingdoms •, and \V\& e^^^sv^Cxwv *>& 
approved by our best Divines ; e. g. Bp. AiviTcw)ei,t:w\.Nff> 
orti, p. 181 ; Bp. Butler, Analogy W. 1 . . 
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Boman Empire did surrender themselres to the 
dominion of the Church of Borne, and were, for 
many centuries, subject to the Papacy, The 
Woman who sat upon the Beast had her hand 
upon the Horns, and held them firmly in het 
grasp. She still treats them as her subjects. 
The Papal Coins proclaim this. *' Omnes Sege$ 
servient ei." "Gens et Regnum, quod tibi non 
servient, peribit *.*" Such are her claims, declared 
at the Coronation of every Pontiff: " Know thy- 
self to be the Father of Kings and Princes^ Ruler of 
the Worldy These are the words which he 
assumes to himself*, when the papal Tiara is 
placed on his brow. Thus in the claim of the 
Church of Bome to exercise sway over the Kings 
of the earth, and in that amplitude of dominion 
and plenitude of felicity, to which she has appealed 
for so many generations as a proof that she is 
favoured by Heaven, we recognize another proof 
that the Babylon of the Apocalypse, the Woman 
on the Beast, to whom Kings were to give thek 
power and strength is no other than the Chwrek of 
Rome. 

Still further : It is prophesied in the Apocalypse 
that some of the Horns, or kingdoms, which were to 
receive power together with the Beast, will one 
day rise against her, and eat the flesh of the Harlot, 
and hum her with fire *. 

' See Numismata Pontificum, Paris, 1679, p. 50. 58. 

* These words were addressed to the present Pope, Pius 
IX. See Letters to M. Gondon, L«iU. XU, 15, 817. Cp. 
Banck, Roma, Triuinphans»p.^7\« 
^ Rev. XYU. 16. 
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Now, i^aiD suppbse, for argument's sake, that 
the Woman on the Beast was Heathen Borne. 
Then, we readily allow, that Alaric with his Goths, 
Attila with his Hans, Genseric with his Vandals, 
Odoacer with his Heruli, did indeed sack the City 
of Borne*. But token did they ever receive power 
together with Borne ? when did they give their power 
and their strength to Heathen Borne ? Never. If^ 
therefore, the Woman upon the Beast is only the 
City of Pagan Borne, then the Prophecy of St. 
John has failed ; which, since it is from God, is 
impossible. But the marvel predicted by the 
Apocalypse is this — and a stupendous mystery it 
is— that some of the Powers of the Earth which 
received strength with the Beast, and gave up 
their might to it, will, under the overruling sway 
of Gtod's retributive justice, one day arise against 
the Woman seated on the Beast, and tear her 
flesh, and burn her with fire *. And, what is still 
more marvellous, they will do this, although, in the 
first instance, they will have been leagued with the 
Beast and toith the False Prophet', or False 
Teacher, the Ally of the Beast, on whom the 
Woman sits as a Queen, in opposition to Christ : 
and they will destroy Borne in a mysterious trans- 
port of indignation, an(j|^in a wild ecstasy of 
revenge. 

Such is the prophecy of St. John. This latter 
portion of it remains to be fulfilled. But Pagan 

* Alartc, A.D. 410 ; Attila, aj). 452 ; Genseric, a.d. 455 ; 
Odoacer, a.d. 476. 
« Rev. zrn. 16. » Ue^.xVaA^, W.t^v^-^^- 
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Borne has long since ceased *to be. Therefore, 
these predictions cannot concern Pagtm Borne. 
But they do concern the Seven-hilled City, Borne; 
and, therefore, they point at the City wherein the 
Bishop of Borne now rules: and the Woman upon 
the Beast is the City and Church of Papal Borne. 

VII. Besides, the destruction of the Oreat 
City, the Mystical Babylon, is represented in the 
Apocalypse as a punishment for her sins^ when 
brought to a head. Now be it observed that 
Borne when taken by Alaric had given great en- 
couragement to Christianity: so much so, that 
the invasion of the Goths was represented by her 
heathen writers * as a consequence of the anger of 
the heathen Deities against the city for its neglect 
of the old religion, and for the favour shown by it 
to the Gospel. Bome as compared with herself at 
any former period of her history was then not 
remarkable for her sins but for her piety. 

Therefore, again, the capture of Bome by Alaric 
cannot have been the destruction foretold in the 
Apocalypse. 

VIII. Further, let us look forward^ and ex- 
amine the Apocalyptic Prophecy, which describes 
what the st>ate of the mystical Babylon will be 
after her fall. 

Her condition, we are taught in the Apocalypse, 
will then be like that of the literal, the Assyrian, 
Babylon after it% destruction. Concerning the 

^ See the Authorities in G\esc\eT, K\«X.'E»Ci^%^1^* 
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Uteral Babylon Isaiah prophesied thus: Wild 
leasts of the desert shall lie there^ and their houses 
shall be full of doleful creatures ; and owls shall 
dtoell there, and satyrs shall dance there^. And 
Jeremiah predicted that Babylon shall become 
heaps, a dwelling-place for draaons, an astonishment, 
and a hissing \ 

So St. John in the Apocalypse prophesies of 
the mystical Babylon : Babylon the great (he says) 
is fallen, and is become the Jiohitation of devils, and 
the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird*. For all nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, 
and the kings of the earth have committed fornication 
with her ; for her sins have reached to heaven, and 
God hath remembered her iniquities *. 

Now, take, again, the supposition of Bossuet, 
and other Bomish Theologians, and let it be 
H^ imagined, for argument's sake, that Babylon is 
only the Heathen City of Rome. Borne was taken, 
at several times, by the Goths and the Vandals ; 
let its capture by them be, as is alleged by those 
Bomish Divines, the fulfilment of St. John's 
Prophecy, Babylon is fallen, Bome having been 
Pagan^ became Papal. What then is the conse- 
quence! Bome — Papal Bome — is become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit! 
. . . • Will this be allowed by Bomish Divines ? 
Bome the habitation of devils, the hold of every 

» Isa. xiii. 21. * Jer. li. 87. * Rev. xviii. 2. 

» Rev. xviii. 3. 5. See •* Harmony," v ^*^ ^^A^^^ 
Buthor^s Edition of the Apocalypse. 
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foul spirit, the edge of every tmclean and hakfvi 
bird! 

No : totf do not say this ; and in their language 
Borne is "the Capital of Christendom,"" '*the 
Holy City/' the " spiritual Sion.'' They call her 
Sovereign "the Supreme Pontiff,'' "Holy Fa- 
ther ;'' his States are " the States of the Church ;" 
and his throne, " the Holy See." 

Therefore these Apocalyptic prophecies were 
not fulfilled in Pagan Rome. 

But it is allowed by Bomish Dirines that they 
concern Borne. Therefore they concern Borne 
not as Pagan but Papal. 

IX. Again ; it is prophesied in the Apocalypse 
that Babylon toill be burnt with fire^ and become 
utterly desolate. Now, let Babylon be imagined 
to be only the heathen City of Bome. How then, 
let us ask, can the prediction be reconciled with 
the fact! How can it be said, that Bome has 
been burnt mthfire^ and that the smoke of the hwmr 
ing ascends to heaven * f Has the voice of harpers 
and musicians ceased within her! has she be^ 
taken up, Uke a great millstone^ and plunged in the 
sea*? No : the voice of melody is still heard in 
her princely palaces ; they are still adorned with 
noble pictures and fair statues. The riches of her 
purple and silk and scarlet, and pearls and jewels*, 
are still displayed in the splendid attire of her 

* Rev. xviii. 8, 9. * Cp. Rev. xtHi. 21. 

' Cp, Rev. xvii. 4. xvVii. la— \6. 
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Pontiff and his Cardinals in their solemn conclaves. 
Cavalcades of horses and chariots ', with gorgeous 
trappings, and long trains of religions processions, 
still move along her streets ; clouds of frankincemte 
still float in her Temples, which on high festivals 
are hung with tapestry and brocade and gay em- 
broidery ; her precious vessels still glitter on her 
Altars ; her rich merchandise of gold and silver is 
still purchatod ; her dainty and goodly things are 
not yet departed from her. She still sits as a 
Queen, and glorifies herself, and says, I am no 
Widow^ and shall see no sorrow *. She still claims 
the title of Divinity, and calls herself Eternal. 

Here, therefore, we are brought to the same 
conclusion. The Babylon of the Apocalypse is 
Rome. Pagan Rome it cannot be. It is there- 
fore Papal Rome. 

X. But it may here be said : True, the Apoca- 
lyptic Prophecies have failed of their effect, if 
Babylon be interpreted as representing only the 
City of Rome as Heathen, Still, it may be alleged, 
it does not necessarily follow that they concern 
Papal Rome, inasmuch as it is possible that the 
City of Rome may ceoM to he Papain and that it 
may, at some future time, become infidel^ and then 
be destroyed in the manner described in the Apo- 
calypse. 



' Cp. Rev. xviii. 18. • C^.iL«s,T.'v«»..'\, 
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This is the theory of game Bomish Expositors*, 
who perceive the insurmountable difficulties em- 
barrassing the hypothesis, which has now been 
examined ; and which has been, and still is, main- 
tained by their most eminent Divines. 

Here then we may observe — 

Bomish Divines agree with us, that Babylon 
is the City of Borne. But they are not Agreei 
among themselves, whether Babylon is the Borne rf 
1500 years ago, or a Bome still future ! And yel 
they say they have an unerring Ouide at Bome for 
the exposition of Holy Scripture ! How is it 
that this unerring Guide has not yet settled for 
them the meaning of the prophecies concerning 
his own City ? Here was a worthy occasion for 
the exercise of his powers. How is it that tiie 
Bishop of Bome has left the Church of Bome in a 
state of uncertainty and of variance with regard to 
these awful prophecies which refer to the City of 
Bome ? Is this Unity i Is this Infallibility ! Is 
it not evident that by claiming for himself Infalli- 
bility (which is an attribute of Ood) he is rebuked 
and condemned by these Prophecies, which, his 
own Divines allow, concern his own City ! 

But to return — 

Let us now examine the hypothesis of these 
Boman Divines, who say that the Apocalyptic 
Babylon is Bome future ; Bome becoming here- 
after heathen and infidel. 

' e. g. Cornelius k Lapide and others. 
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li 1. Brome heathen and infidel! What then 
jj becomes of their assertion, that no Heresy has 
J, ever infected the Church of Borne, and that every 
J Church must conform to her " ? 

2. Babylon is described in the Apocalypse, as 
persecuting the saints, as drunk with their bloody 

j and as making all to drink of her cup \ 

.. Now, that Bome will again be heathen, and 

^ that she will propagate heathenism with the 

j sword, this assuredly is an alternative to which 

no advocate of the Church of Bome could be 

driven, except by desperation. But, however 

this may be, this Exposition is irreconcileable with 

the words of St. John, and cannot therefore be 

sound. 

3. For, as we have seen, St. John refers to 
Home reigning over the Kings of the Earth in his 
own day. He then proceeds to reveal her future 
History. No intimation is given of any break in 
the thread of his prophecy. But if Babylon is 
some future Bome, as well as the Bome of St. 
John'*s age, there must be a chasm in that history 
of nearly two thousand years ! 

4. Let us refer again to the Apocalypse. There 
it is said that the Beast on which the Woman 
siMethy is the eighth head or king ' ; and that Jive 
heads had already fallen in St. John'*s age, that 
the sixth was then in being, that the seventh 
would continue only for a short time^ knd then the 

1® See the Pope's late Bull on the Imm^LtviX'aX.^ CiQ^tkRK^*^^^'^^ 
^ Rev. xvii, 6. 2. * "Rev. xsKv \^> ^^» 
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eighth would appear ; and tiiat the eightii hiead k 
the Bead on which the Woman sits. 

If Kings are here used to signify individutJi^ 
then the eighth head, i. e. the Beast and the 
Woman on it, must have arisen soon after St 
John's age* But let us allow, that kings are h^ 
used for forms of govemmmi, as is common ii 
Scripture Prophecy *. Then the eight heads an 
the eight successive forms of Government in the 
City of Bome. Five of these had followed ow 
another, and had passed away, in St. John'^s age 
Therefore five heads are said to have /aUen. Th< 
sixth or imperial head was then in being, Bui 
the Imperial head also fell. It perished with Bo 
mulus Augustulus, a.d. 476. It was to be M 
lowed by the seventh. And the seventh was to b< 
of brief duration^ it was only to continue for a sh^ 
space ^. The eighth was to arise' from tb 
seven * ; that is, without interruption, after ih 
seventh ; and the eighth is no other than the BeoA 
on which the Woman sitteth '. 

Therefore the Beast with the Woman sittinj 
upon it has appeared long ago. 

These Prophecies concern that Woman: thi 
Woman is the City Bome: and they therefor 

' Dan. vii. 17. 28, 24. See the LXX. and Lowth o 
Rosea iii. 3. 

* Rev. xvii. 10. 

* Bp. Andre wes ctri Bellarmin. cap. xii. p. 289. Plagai 
accepit caput septimum, plagacurata revisit octooum, Romam 
PonUfeXf caput TQ^no (i. e. tiar&) redimitus. 

* e/c tS>v inra Rev. xvii. U. ' "BvAn . xV^, ^» %, VI 
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coDcern Borne, not /kture, but such as she has long 
been and now is. 

We have seen that the Apocalyptic Babylon is 
not Pagan Borne. We now pass on to the posi- 
tive part of our argument, on which something 
has been said already, and enquire more parti- 
cularly, 

Whether the Babylon of the Apocalypse is or is 
not Christian Bome, under the dominion of Popes; 
and whether it is Bome, as Bome is nowf 

I. Here we may observe first, the City seated 
on the Beast is called a Harlot ; and this is the 
scriptural name of a faithless Church. 

Such is Christ's love for His faithful people, 
that He is pleased to speak of His own relation to 
them under the term of marriage. The Church is 
His Spouse *. / have espoused you as a chaste virgin 
to Christy says St. Paul to the Corinthians '. Hence 
spiritual unfaithfulness to Christ is represented in 
Scripture as adultery. 

This idea runs through the whole Book of Beve- 
lation. In the Church of Pergamos there are said 
to be some who hold the doctrines of Balaam^ and 
cause others to commit fornication \ At Thyatira 
there is a Jezebel, who, by her false teaching^ 
seduces Chrisfs servants; and they who commit 
cuhdtery vnth her are threatened with tribulation*. 

s John iii. 29. Eph. t. 23—82. 

» 2 Cor. xi. 2. » Rot. ii. 14. 

« liev. n. 20. 22. 
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And, on the other hand, the faith/id wkofoOmbik 
Lamh — i. e. Christ — whithersoever He goeth^ an 
said to be Virgins^ and not to have been difild 
with women ; that is, not sullied with the stain d 
epirittml harlotry *. 

The name Harlot^ therefore, describes a Ckmrdf 
which has fallen from her first love, and gone after 
other Lords, and given to them the honour due to 
Christ alone. 

But here it is said by Bomish Divines, — If a 
faithless Church had been intended by St. John, 
then 

(1) He would not have called her a harlot, hat 
an adulteress ; and 

(2) He would not have designated her by tlie 
name of a heathen city, Babylon^ which never owned 
the true God, but by the name of some city, such 
as Samariay which once knew Him, and afterwards 
fell away from Him. 

These are Bossuet's * allegations. 

We may reply to them as follows : 

1 . A faithless Church may be called an Advi- 
teress because she forsakes God ; but she may also 
be, and often is^ called in Scripture a Harlot, when 
she mixes false doctrine and worship with the 
true faith. 



' Rev. xiT. 4. 

^ Bossuet, Preface sur T Apocalypse, vii. — is. Bossaeft 
words are given at full in Appendix F of the Volume qaoted 
above, p. 25, note ^ 
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Thus Isaiah exclaims concerning Jerusalem, the 
ancient Church of God ', " How is the faithful City 
become a harlot!'^ And Jeremiah, "Thou hast 
played the harlot with many lovers *.''' And 
Hosea» " Though Israel play the harlot, let not 
Judah offend';' 

The original word which is uniformly used for 
harlot by St. John in the Apocalypse is iropvrj^ 
Pome*. And this same word {iropvrj), or its 
derivatives, is used in the passages just quoted, 
and is employed in the Septuagint Version of 
the Prophets of the Old Testament, at least fifty 
times* y to describe the spiritual fornication, that 
is, the corrupt doctrine and practice of the Churches 
of Israel and Judah ; and so Samaria herself, or 
the Church of Israel, which Bossuet specifies as the 
proper parallel, is charged with harlotry. 

Therefore the word harlot does designate a 
Church ; and if the Church of Bome is described 
by that name in the Apocalypse, then the word 
harlot, as applied to her, indicates the multitude of 
her iins \ 

* Isa, i. 21. • Jer. iii. 1. * Hosea iv. 15. 

* The Hebrew PW^T which is always rendered Harlot by 

T 

our translators ; as JlS)h^^ ^ adulteress, 

V V 

* e. g. Ezek. xvi. 15. 22. 83. 35. xxiii. 7, 8. 11. 14. 17, 18, 
19. 29. 35. 48. 45. xliii. 7. 9. Jer. ii. 20. iii. 1, 2. 6. 9. xiii. 27. 
Hosea ii. 2. 4, 5. 10. iv. 12. 15. 18. v. 4. vi. 10. ix. 1. Isa. 
i. 21. Mieah i. 7. Nahum iii. 4. So iiaropveiKo very fre- 
quently. 

^ Bossuet's objection is the more unaccountable^ hecAusA^ 
the aDcieot Expoaitora interpret tVi© liwXoV ^a^V^wScw^-^^^ 
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2. Besides, the Harlot^s ncMne in the Apoc; 
is Mystery ". This word, Mystery, is used 
than itoenty times in the New Testament^ i 
n&eer applied to any object openly infidel^ I 
always applied to something eacredsuiA reli^i 
such as a Church. 

3. To consider Bossuet's second objecti( 
We readily allow that a faithless Church mi(^ 
called Samaria; but we affirm it may also 
greater propriety^ under certain circumstanc 
termed Babylon. Thus Isaiah addresses the ai 
Ohurch of God by two heathen names, Sodon 
Gomorrah. " Hear the word of the Loi 
rtders of Sodom ; give ear unto the law o 
God, ye people of Gomorrah*.'*^ And again 
deeltxre their sin as Sodom*. So Ezekiel 
Jerusalem a sister of Sodom; and Sodom 
righteous than her '. It is clear that the ' 
Sodom and Gomorrah^ two heathen names a] 
to Chwrches^ denote here great JUigrancy of 
in those Churches. 

In the Apocalypse, also, itself, a false teacl 
a Church is called not only a Balaam^ but a 
hel^^ that is, is compared to a heathen patr 



Herety: thus on cap. xvii. **Habetu pocuhim^ Aquina 
" id est, errorem doctrmee ; hoc mazime in ktereticis 
habet." Hence it is clear that Aquinas supposed Babj 
be a corrupt Church, 

* Rev. xvii. 5. 7. ' Isa. i. 10. ^ Isa. ii 

• Ezek. xvi. 48. Compare 2 Pet. ii. 6. Jnde 7. 
' Rev. ii 14. 20. 
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Therefore, Bahylon may represent a faithless 
Church; one which, having been a Bethd^ or 
House of God^ becomes a Bethaven^ or Hotise of 
Idols ^. And if the Apocalyptic Babylon be a 
Church, and if the Church of Borne be that 
Church, then the heathen name Babylon^ ascribed 
to i«r, is designed by the Holy Spirit to show the 
enormity of her guilt. 

II. The Harlot is named Babylon. And Baby- 
lon is called the Great City. She is so named 
iioelve times ' in the Apocalypse, and no other city 
is called in this book the Great City. Now, the 
Great City^ which is the city of the Beast, who 
persecutes the Witnesses, and in whose street 
their body lies ', which City is called, spiritually^ 
Sodom and Egypt ^ is also called the City in which their 
Lord was crucified \ That is, it is also spiritually 
called SL Jerusalem^ i. e. it is called a Church of God. 

Therefore, again we see, the Harlot is a Church *. 

7 Hoseaz. 6. 15. 

• R«T. xi. 8. xiy. 8. xvi. 19 bU. xvii. 5. 18. xviii. 2. 16. 18, 
19. 21. The passage. Rev. xxi. 10, has been corrected from 
the beat MSS. by Griesbach, Scholz, and others. 

• Rev. xi. 8. * » Rev. xi. 8. 

' Vitringa's remarks (p. 477) are very cogent on this point. 
Roma dicitur Babylon causi idololairia, dicitur Mgyptus (xi. 
6) ob tyranmdem in popultim Dei, dicitur Sodoma (xi. 8) causa 
corrupHonii morum : sed et tpiritnalUer dicitur Hierosolyma (xi. 
8) quippe in qua Dominus mystice dici queat crucifixus esse 
(id est, in membrit sttU), Ex quo facile colligimus Romam 
hie inteliigi non Paganam sed Pseudo-Christianam, quia neu- 
tiqiuun probabile est Spirit um Sanctum Romaro. P«.^^!QA:cfi. 
comparaturum esse cum Hierogolymu. 
£ 2 
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III. This is also clear from the following con- 
siderations. 

The Apocalypse abounds in contrasts. Foi 
example the Lamb, who is always called ^AfoAi^ 
and never 'Apvlov^ in St. John's Gospel^ is called 
^ApvloVf and never ^Afivo^, in St. John's ApoeO' 
lypse^ in which ^Apvlov occurs twenty-nine timea 
And why does 6 'Afivb^ here become to *Apvunf\ 
To cmitrast Him more strongly with to Oripiov\ 
that is, to mark the opposition between the Lami 
and the Beast *. 

And as the Lamb is contrasted with the Beast, sc 

' This contrast is even more striking in the original: 
where it is aided by an exact correspondence of syllables am 
accents. On one side are, 

The Harlot and the Beast, 
•H nO'PNH KAI' TO* eHPI^ON. 
on the other side are, The Bride and the Lamb, 

•H NY'M*H KAI' to* 'APNrON. 
See Rev. zzi. 2. 9. xxii. 17. 

If any one can have any doubt of St. John's intention t< 
identify the Woman on the Beast with a faithless Chubch, le 
him read the following description : — Kai ^X^ei^ etr ck tw 
^irrh dyycXoi/ r&v exovrtav ras iinra <f>iaKasj kclL eXdXi^o-c fi€i 
iyMv Xcycoy, Aevpo, 8ei(<o (rot t6 Kptfia ttjs ir6pprfs rffs fJi^yakii 
, . . Kat cmrivtyKt fic els eprjfiov iv Trvevfrnri' Koi eidov yvwu^ 
Ka6i]fjL€vrjv iirl Brfpiov kokkivov, (Rev. zvii. 1. 8.) 

And then let him compare it with the words which describ 
the faithful Church in glory : — Kal ^XBev els ck rmv hm 
ayyk\<av rav €x6vToi>v ras eirra (jyioKas . . . Koi eXdKTja-e fur 
ifjLov, Xiytov, Aevpo, bei^ (rot rrfv vvfi(t)Tjv tov dpviov r^ 
yvvaiKo, Kai dirrfveyKe fi€ tv irvevfiari eir Spos fuya Ka 
vyjnjkbvf Koi cSctfc /uwt r^v 7r<$Xtv rrjv dyiav 'lepovcraXi^ft 
{Rev. xxu 9, 10.) 
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is the Spouse of the Lamb or the Bride contrasted 
with the Harlot who sits on the Beast. 

Thus, on one side we see the faithful Woman ^, 
clothed with the Sun, Which is Christ, and treading 
on the Moon, that is, surviving all the changes and 
chances of this world ; and having her brows encircled 
with Twelve stars — the diadem of Apostolic faith. She 
is a Mother ; and her child is caught up to heaven. 

On the other side, we see a faithless Woman, 
arrayed in worldly splendour, and having on her 
foT^iead^ the name Mystery; and called Mother 
of Abominations of the Earth. 

Again; On the one side, we see the faithful 
Woman driven into the wilderness and persecuted 
by the Dragon. 

On the other side, we see the faithless Woman, 
enthroned (m seftien hills^ sitting on many waters 
which are peoples and nations; persecuting, and 
sitting on the Beast, who receives his power from 
the Dragon. 

Now the former Woman (as is affirmed by all 
the best ancient Expositors) is the faithful Churchy 
which is truly Catholic or Universal. 

The latter Woman, who is contrasted with her, 
and is called the Harlot^ is sl faithless Churchy which 
claims to be Catholic, but is not. 

* Rey. xii. 1. 

• Rev. xvii. 5. The words, Mtstbby, Babylon the 
Great, inscribed on the Harlot's forehead, appear to be a 
contratt to the words, Holiness to the Lord, written on the 
fore-front of the Mitre of the High Priest, (Ei.<yi, -w.nvk. 
36—38.) 
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Let us pursue the contrast. 

The faithful Woman appears again, after her 
pilgrimage in the wilderness of this world is over. 
Her sufferings have ceased. Look upward. Her 
glory is revealed at the close of the Apocaljpse. 
The Woman which was in the wildemees now 
becomes the Bride in Heaven. She is Christ^ 
Church glorified. His Spouse purified. She ib 
arrayed in Jim linen^ pure and white. She is oiDed 
the Holy Ciiy^ the new Jerusalem^. 

Now look below at the faithless Woman or 
Harlot sitting on the Beast. She is arrayed in 
scarlet, and pearls, and jeweik, and gold. She is 
called Babylon, the Great City ', the Jerusalem is 
which Christ is crucified ". 

Behold once more. What is the end ! 

Look upward : Heaven opens its golden portals 
to receive the Bride. 

Look downward : Earth opens its dark abyss to 
engulf the Harlot. 

How striking is this contrast ! 

And what is the conclusion from all this \ 

As the former Woman, the Bride, the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, represents the faUhfii 
Church, so the second Woman, the Harlot, the 
great City, the City on Seven Hills, which reignd 
in St. John^s age, the mystical Babylon, the repro- 
bate Jerusalem represents a faithless Church. 

The question now is, — What Church ! 

» Rev. xix. 7, 8. xxi. 2. 9. 10. 

^ Rev, xvn, 4, 5. xi. 8. * "^^n.-sa.^ 
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At this point, the evidence, stated in the former 
Chapter, comes in with irresistible force. It was 
then proved that the City on seven hills — the City 
which reigne4 in St. John's age — the City called 
BahyUn in the Apocalypse, — is the City of Rome : 
and this (as we have also seen') is not denied, 
but generally allowed, by Bomish Divines. 

The answer, therefore, is : The Woman repre- 
sents the faitUesa Chureh in the City of Borne. 

Is this result confirmed by facts I Let us en- 
quire. 

The Woman enthroned on the Beast holds a 
golden eup in her hand, with which she intoxicates 
men, and of which she requires all to drink \ 

Does this apply to the Church of Bome i 

I. Almighty God has distinguished man from 
the rest of the creation by the endowments of 
Reason and of Conscience ; and He commands them 
to u$e them, and not to give them away. But the 
Church of Bome requires men to sacrifice them to 
her will. And then she pours into their minds a 
delirious draught of strange doctrines with which 
she makes the head dizzy, and the eyes swim, and 
the feet stagger : and this swoon-like trance she 
calls Faith. She requires aU to drink of this cup \ 
** This (says she of her Trent Creed,) is the Catholic 
Faith out qf which there is no salvation*.'^ 

• Above, p. 21. * Rev. xiv. 8. xvii. 4, xviii. 6. 

« Oath in the Creed of Pope V\ua \N • 
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II. Again: the Woman is represented as 
dnmken with the blood of Saints. And whm liow 
hery says St. John, / wondered with great admira- 
tion '. 

Now, if the Woman had been heathen Borne, 
past or to come^ why should St. John wonder f It 
is not wonderful, that a heathen city should perse- 
cute the Saints of God. St. John had seen the 
blood of Christians spilt by imperial Borne. She 
had beheaded St. Paul, and had crucified St. Peter. 
He himself had been a martyr in will\ and was 
now an exile *, by her cruelty. Therefore he could 
not have wondered with great admiration^ if the 
Harlot was heathen Bome. But it wa^ a fit sub- 
ject for surprise, that a Christian Church -^^ 
Church calling herself the '^ Mother of Christen- 
dom,'' "the spiritual Sion," "the Catholic Church'' 
-^should be drunken unth the blood of the SainU ; 
and at such a spectacle as that St. John might 
well have wondered with great admiration. 

Has, then, the Church of Bome stained herself 
with the blood of Christians ? 

She has erected the prisons, and prepared the 
rack, and lighted the fires, of what she calls ^' the 
Holy Office of the Inquisition" in Italy, Spain, 
America, and India. At this day she lauds one 
of her Popes, whom she has canonized, Pius the 

' Rev. xvii. 6. 

* Tertullian de Prsescr. xzxvi. Hieron. adv. Jovin. c :dv. 

^ Rev. i. 9. Tertullian 1. c. Origen ad Matth. p. 417. 
Euseb. Chron. Domit. xiv. H. £. iii. 18. Hieroik. Scr. 
EccL ia Joanne. 
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Fifth, in her Breviary •, for being an inflexible 
Inquisitor. She has engraven the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew's Day on her coins ', and represents 
it there as a work done by an Angel from heaven ; 
and her Pontiff* went in a public procession to 
Church to return thanks to God for that savage 
and treacherous deed. She has inserted an oath 
in her Pontifical which requires her Bishops to 
^^ persecute* and toage war against '^ all whom she 
calls heretics. 

What would St. John have said to this? 
Would he not have justly wondered with great 
admiration^ that such acts should be done under 
the auspices of one who calls himself the Vicar 
of Christ. 

III. Again: The Woman is represented as 
enticing the Kings of the Earth to commit fomica- 
tion with her^; and they are said to give their 
power and strength to the Beast ', on which she sits. 

* fireviar. Rom. v. Mali, ed. Ratisbon. 1840 ; and p. 662, 
ed. Paris, 1842. "Inqmsitorit officium inviolabili fortitudine 
sastinuit." 

^ Gregorii XIII. Numismata Pontif. p. 87, ed. Paris, 
1679. Strange to say, Rome recast this medal in 1839, 19th 
Dec, and in 1840, thus showing her desire to identify herself 
with this massacre. See Irish Eccl. Jour. No. 18. 

^ Pope Gregory XIII. See Lord Clarendon's Religion 
and Polity, p. 427. I am informed through a learned person, 
that a copy of the religious Service used on that occasion at 
Rome is now at Oxford, in the Bodleian Library. 

' Pontificate Romanum, p. 68, ed. Rom. 1818. 

* Rev* xvji. 2, xviii. 8. * "BL^^. -xvCx. \^, 
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This assuredly does not apply to heaiken Bmne. 
She received the gods of other Nations in(o her 
Pantheon. Even the reptile deities of Egypt 
found a place there. She would have opened her 
doors to Christianity, if Christianity had been coo- 
tent to be enshrined with Heatbenisu);. 

But these words of the Apocalypse atv strik- 
ingly characteristic of Papal Borne. She bai 
trafficked and tampered with all the ELings ani 
Nations of the Earth. 

In the words of the judicious Hooker % *^ ahe 
hath fawned upon Kings and Princes, and lij 
spiritual cozenage hath made them sell their law- 
ful authority for empty titles.^^ She has caressed 
and cajoled them with amatory gifts of flowei% 
pictures, and trinkets, beads and relics, crucifixee 
and AgntLS DeU^ and consecrated plumes and 
banners. She has drenched and drugged thar 
senses with love-potions of bewitching smiles and 
fascinating words ; and has thus beguiled them of 
their faith, their courage, and their power. Like 
another Delilah, she has made the Samsons of tUs 
world to sleep softly in her lap *, and then she has 
shorn them of their strength. She has captivated, 
and still captivates, the affections of their Prelates 
and Clergy, by entangling them in the strong and 
subtle meshes of Oaths of vassalage to herself, and 
has thus stolen the hearts of subjects from their 
Sovereigns, and has made Kingdoms to hang upon 
her lips for the loyalty of their People ; and so in 

' Hooker, Serm. V. 15. * iu^%«% x^\, VQ« ■ 
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her dream of universal Empire she has made the 
World a fief of Rome. 

So strong is the spell with which she still en- 
chains Nations, that even we who are excommmii- 
cated by her, and whose heroic Virgin-Queen was 
anathematized by her as an Usurper ^ and whose 
land is now partitioned out into Papal ' Dioceses, 
as if it were a Roman Province, and the names of 
whose greatest Cities— our Westminsters and our 
Liverpools — are given away by. her as titles as if 
they were Italian villages, have been fain to seek 
mtercourse with her without requiring a retracta- 
tion of the unrighteous oaths which she imposes 
on English subjects, or a revocation of the impre- 
catory anathemas which she has denounced, and 
still denounces on English Sovereigns ' ; and as if 
it were possible for us to sever what she declares in- 
dissolubly united — ^her temporal and spiritual sway ! 

IV. Again: the Woman is described as sit- 
ting on a scarld-cohured Beast^ full of names of 
Blasphemy •. 

Has not Rome fulfilled this prophecy? The 
colour • itself is one reserved by her to her Pontiff 

* See the Bull Regnant m excekU of Pius V. against Queen 
Elizabeth. Bullar. Rom. vii. p. 99. 

« See tlie Papal Brief, published Sept. 29, 1850. This was 
announced in Nov. 1847. See Sequel of Letters to M. Con- 
don, Letter lii. p. 260. 

7 See Letters to M. Condon, 294--30d, drd ed. 

• Rev. xvii. 8. 

» Ceremoaiale Rom. iii. sect. 5, c% 5, RvJber wJtfs« \tw2w- 
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and Cardinals. And how does she designate hov 
self! As Infallible, Indefectible, Eternal And 
are not these names of Blasphemy f Some persons 
appear to imagine that fMmes of Blasphemy mud 
indicate an infidel power. But this notion is 
erroneous. " Blasphemy^'*'' in the New Testament, 
denotes an assumption of what is divine \ And the 
names which Rome claims for herself, are usurpft- 
tions of the incommunicable Name*. ^^When 
that which is temporal claims Eternity, this,^^ sajfs 
St. Jerome *, " m a name of blasphemy.^'' And when 
she withholds the Holy Scripture from her 
people, and she has never printed at Rome a sini^ 
copy of either Testament in its original language ! 
^-and when she bestows honour on those ¥4iO 
revile Scripture, calling it '' imperfect, ambiguous 
a mute Judge, a leaden Bule,^^ and by other op- 
probrious names *, is she not guilty of Blasphemy 

pue ad Papain pertinet. See Appendix H, p. 168. \bL 
Paul II. made it peual for any one to wear hats of aciriet 
(bireta coccinea) but Cardinals; and he gave them acariet 
trappings for their mules and horses. See Platina, p. SIS. 
Yitringa, p. 758. Heidegger, i. p. 432. Platina, in Greg. 
IV. Coccinatos nunc aspiceres non homines tantiim (Bode* 
siastici ordinis), quod leve fortasse videretur, sed equoa et 
jumenta. 

^ Grotius ad Matth. ix. 3. Dicitur hie pkaa^rjfitiv non qui 
Deo maledicit, ted qui quod Dei est tUfi arrogat. . . . 

' See on this point generally Dr. Jackson's Works, i. p. 
852 — 589. On " the assertions of the Romish Church whence 
her threefold bltuphemy springs." 

' St. Jerome ad Algas. zi. 

^ See some of them cited by Bishop Andrewes adv. Bel- 
lannine, cap. zi. p. 259, 260, and Cl^Aaxi^^Tv^ Vci Yasr^. 
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against the Divine Author of Scripture! And 
when, with the Cup of her sorceries in her hand, 
she takes away the Gup of Blessing in the Lord^s 
Supper which Christ has commanded to be re- 
ceived hy all ' ; and when she makes men drink of 
the one, and will not allow them to drink of the 
other, is not this an act of Blasphemy against the 
Son of God! 

V. Again: the Harlot in the Apocalypse ex- 
ercises temporal and spiritual sway. She is en- 
throned upon many waters^ which are Nations and 
Peoples^. She has kings at her feet. She makes 
them drink of her Chip. She trades in the Bouh of 
men '. The Beast on which she sits as a Queen, 
and of which she is the Governing Power, uses 
the agency of the second Beast, or false Prophet 
or Teacher, and this false Teacher causeth all, 
both small and great, to receive his mark^ and that 
no one may buy or sell^ save he who has the m>ark^ the 
nafM of the Beast, or the number of his name '. 

It is very observable that this False Prophet or 
Teacher is said in the Apocalypse to have two 
hams like the horns of a Lamb *. Now the word 
Lamh is used twenty-nine times in the Apocalypse, 
and in efoery one of these places it relates to Christ, 
the Lamh of God. Hence it is clear that the 

BaroD. i. zxziii. Letter iv. of Sequel of Letters to M. Con- 
don. 

« John vi. 68. Matth. xxvi. 26, 27. Mark xiv. 23. 

• Rev. xvii. 15. '' Rev. xviii. 18. 

• Rev. jdii, 16, 17, ^ "BL^n.'kKy.W* 
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False Prophet or Teacher, who is the ally o 
Beast on whom the Harlot sits, is not a heaik 
infidel power, but makes a profession of Chridi 
He comes with the specious words of Ghi 
innocence and Love. He is therefore the Mi 
of some form of Christianity, or Church. Thei 
again, the Harlot is a Church. And the ( 
of which he is a Minister, (as is evident frc 
passages of the Apocalypse just cited,) put 
a claim to universal temporal and spiritual 
and this union of civil and religious Supi 
is a very striking characteristic. 

And this characteristic applies to the Chi 
Bome^ — and to ihe Church of Rome alone. 

The Church of Borne sits as a Queei 
many waiters^ which are peoples^ amd mul 
(xnd nations^ and tongues '. She claims tvx) i 
Lord^ behold ! here are two swords '. One 

* Rev. xvii. 15. — The present Pontiff, in an addrci 
People of Rome, thas speaks, *' C'est un grand don 
parmi tons ^es dons qu'il aprodigues a Tltalie, que i 
millions de sujets aient deux cents mlliont de freres 
langue et de toute nation. C'est la ce qui dans d'autre 
et au milieu de la confusion de tout le monde romai 
le salut de Rome. 

** Benissez done Tltalie, 6 grand Dieu I Benissez 
b^6diction que vous demandent pour elle les saints a 
a donne le jour, la Reine des saints qui la protege, les 
dont elle garde les glorieuses reliques, et votre 1 
bomme, qui a voulu que cette Rome f(it la residence 
repr^ntant sur la terre. 

'< Donn6 k Rome, pres Sunte-Marie-Msgeure, le 10 
1848. "Pius PP. 

s Luke ziii. 88. 
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j^^ntifis ' has interpreted these words of St. Peter 
2^1^ authorizing her double sway. She holds in her 
^/^*^ds ttoo keys — the emblems, as she asserts, of 
;^*^versal power*. The Roman Pontiff is itoice 
^' ^*owned, once with the Mitre, his symbol of an 
'. ^'^iversal Bishoprick, and once with the Tiara, in 
^/'^ken of Universal Imperial Supremacy. He 
^^►'ears both diadems. There is indeed a Mystery 
^f!^ ihe forehead of the Church of Rome, in the 
^'^SPftuon of these two Svpremacies ; and it has often 
' ip»oved a Mystery of Iniquity. It has made the 
Sliest Mysteries subservient to the worst Passions. 
^-^)t has excited Rebellion on the plea of Religion. 

J 'i It has interdicted the last spiritual consolations to. 
^ f (be dying, and Christian interment to the dead, 
%*j fcr the sake of revenge, or frtMn the lust of power. 
^ it has forbidden to marry— and yet has licensed 
;^ the unholiest Marriages '. It has professed friend- 
fehip for Kings, and has invoked blessings on Regi- 
cides and Usurpers. It claims to be the only dis- 
penser of the Word and Sacraments, and it has 
transformed the anniversary of the Institution of 



' Boniface V II I. in UnamSandam, Extrav. Com. Lib. i. 
T\t. riii. Jas Canon, tom. ii. p. 1159, ed. 18d9. 

^ See Boniface YIII. ibid. Ore divino Petro data suisque 
successoribus in ipso, Quern confessus fuit, petra firmata, di- 
cente Domino ipsi Petro, Quodcunque Ugaverit. Matth. zvi. 
18, 19. 

' Heidegger, i. p. 497. See Sandys, Europe Speculvm, 
p. 87, and p. 49. •* On Princes* Marriages," and •* On Adul- 
teroua and Incestuous Marriages,** licensed for money by 
Rome. 
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the Lord^s Supper into a season of malediction' 
It has changed the hill of the Vatican into i 
spiritual Ebal \ from which it has fulmined cam 
according to its will. 

Hence we come to the same conclusion: n 
that the Harlot City is the Church of Borne. 

Other characteristics may now be noticed. 

VI. The Woman in the Apocalypse is said i 
be seated on a scarlet least * ; to be also clad i 
scarlet and adorned toith gold and predous stoi^ 
andpeark ' ,* and her merchandise is said to be 
gold and silver^ and precious stones^ and pearls^ en 
Jme Unen^ and purple^ cmd silk^^ and scarlet* ; ai 
after her destruction they who weep over her a 
Al(M ! alas ! the Great City^ which was clothed 
fine lineny and purple^ and scarlet^ and decked toi 
gold^ and precious stones^ and pearls*. 

This description of the Woman's vesture is 
definite, and is repeated with 9uch emphasis, tL 
it is manifestly intended for the purpose of iden 
fication. 

Such, let us note, is her attire. 

Next we find in the Apocalypse that divi 
honour is given to the Beast on which she sit 

« By the Papal Bull, called " In Ccena Domini.'' 

7 Deut. xxvii. 13. 

" Bripiov KOKKLvov, Rcv. xYii. 3. — Coccineus color est rtd 
acutus, (says Pliny, N. H. zzi. c. 8,) qualis rubedo micat 
rosis. Yictorin. ad Apoc. xii. 3. coloris rubei, id est cocck 

• Rev. xvii. 4. * <n)pi,K6v. 

' Kev. xviii. 12. * ^^n . tlnvu, 16, 
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They worshipped the Beast ^ saying *, Who is Uie unto 
the Beast f 

The word here interpreted to worship is one 
{nrpoaKwmv) which literally signifies to adore by 
prostration and by kissing ; as described in the 
divine words, Yet J have left me seven thousand in 
Israel^ all the knees which have not lowed to Baal^ 
and every mouth which hath not ' kissed him. 

This word (Trpoa/cvpelv) occurs twenty-four times 
P in the Apocalypse. In ten of these instances, it 

* designates Adoration paid to Almighty 6oi> : in 

• nine others, it describes the adoration claimed for 
the Beast and his image ; and thus it shows, that 

' ke exacts whaAs due to God, and (as the Angel 
warns St. John) not due to Angels, but to God 
done *; and this is Blasphemy. 

Observe, next, the votaries of the Beast say, 
Who is like imto the Beast f This is a challenge 
to God Himself. Lord^ says the Psalmist ', Who 
tf lUie unto Thee f and again ', God^ Who is like 
tmU Thee f and. Among the gods, there is none like 
unto Thee^ Lord ; there is not one that can do as 
Hum doest '• It is also a parody of the name of the 
Angel Prince, the conqueror of Satan and his 
angels, Michael^ whose name means Who is as 
God f Let us remember, too, that this expression, 
Who is like unto the Beast f the watchword of the 



• Rer. xiii. 4. 

^ I Rings zix. 18. ov 7rpoa'€Kvin}a'€V. 

• Rev. xix. 10. xxii. 9. , ' Psalm xxiln. \<S. 

• Paaim Ixxi, 17^ cxiii. 5. ^ Y%«\m\wxsr\.'^- 
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worshippers of the Beast, affords a striking con- 
trast to the words emblazoned on the standard of 
the Maccabees^ those courageous soldiers agaiDfit 
Antiochus Epiphanes, — Who among ths goda ii lih 
unto Thee^ Jehovah f from which badge the Maccch 
hees derived their name \ 

Recollect, now, that Babylon is a type of Borne; 
and it is said to the King of Babylon, iTbte^ art iiM 
fallen from heaven^ Lucifer^ $an of the momrng! 
how art thou e%U down to the ground^ which didd 
weaken the nc^ions! For thou hast eaid in thine hmui^ 
I will ascend into heaven ; I will exalt my Thrm 
ahove the stars of God: I will sit also upon Us 
Mount of the congregation ; I will is like tk$ msit 
High. Yet thou shah be brought down to hell *. 

Here, the Mount of the eongregationy wherem 
the King of Babylon nte, is the Tbhplk ^God*. 

Let it be remembered also that the Woman 
sitting on the Beast is called the Mother of ahamt 
nations *. The word abomination ' {fiSiKuy^suy op^ 
cially designates an object of idolatrous Adoration; 
and the prophecy of Daniel, predicting the poDih 

^ This name (Maccabee) is derired from the Hebrav 
words, " Mi Camoka Baelim, Jehovah ?" Ezod.xv. IK See 
Grot. Prsef. in 1 Mace. Buxtorf. de Abrev. Prideaux, Cos- 
nect. Part ii. bk. iii. ad ann. 166, p. 249. 

« Isaiah xiv. 12—15. 

' The original signifies the Mount of God's presence ; the 
Sanctuary of His Temple. See Bp. Lowth ad loc. 

* Rev. xvii. 4, 5. 

' y^p^ TCi abondnanda. Dan. xi. 31. xii. U. See Vitriflg. 

Auacr. p. 607. 759. HengatenVietg, C\vrwfc^\. n^^, 708, 
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tion of God^s Temple by the setting up in .it of the 
aiominatia% of desolation ', was fulfilled in the first 
instance (b.c. 168) by Antiochus Epiphanes, who 
placed an idol upon the aUar of God in the Temple 
at Jerusalem : or, as the Book of Maccabees ex- 
presses it^ set 11^ the abomination of desolation on the 
ALTAR ' : thus defiling Ood^s House, and making 
it desolate ; that is, banishing from it Gt>d^s true 
worship, and His faithful worshippers '. 

This prophecy was to have a second fulfilment 
is Christian times. For our Lord speaks of it as 
ref<Mrring to an event still future. 

Wien ys shall see the abomination of desolation^ 
spoken of by Daniel the Prophet ^ stand in the Holy 
Place ; whoso readeth^ lei him understand ^ 

This prediction of our Lord had, no doubt, a 
partial fulfilment wKn Jerusalem was occupied, 
and its Temple profaned, by factious assassins pro- 
: zeal for God. But it will have another ful- 
in the Christian Sion, or Church. This 
gpoiou is confirmed by the prophecy of St. Paul, 
conoaming the Mystery of Iniquity '. Theny says 

* fidikvyfUL rrjt ifntifidia^ws. Dan. xL 81. cp. Matth. zxiv. 
15. 

7 1 Maccabees L 54. ^fKodofupnp P^ikvyfta tpijiiwreas 
€wl T^ $v(na9rriptow, 

* See Prideaux'f ConneetioiB, Part ii. Books ii. and iii. 
especially from b.c. 175, when Antiochus Epiphanes suc- 
ceeded his brother, to B.c. 164, in which year Antiochus 
died. 

^ Matth. xzi?. 15. 

' For a further examination of St. Paul's ^ro^K^c^ ^^\^-> 

cerain^ the Man of Sin, the Author V>e%* \^vi^ Vi x^^-t \a 

¥ 2 
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• 

the Apostle, shall the Man of sih^ or that Lawless 
One (o avofjLo^\ be revealed, the San of perdUum, 
who opposeth and exaUeth himself above all thai m 
called God^ or that is worshipped, so that he, as God, 
sitteth in the Temple of God, showing himsdf that 
he is God *. 

The words here rendered, so that he sitteth in As 
Temple of God (/cadiaai eh vaJov), are remarkable. 
(Nao9) the word rendered Temple, is the Aofor 
part of the Temple, — the Sanctuary, where the 
Altar is ; and /cadlaai eh vahv are words involr- 
ing motion, and signify to be conveyed or to con- 
vey himself and take a seat in the Holy Place of 
the Temple of God, or the Christian Church *. 

Let us now pause, and review the evidence 
before us. 

The abomination of desolation, as we have seen, 
was the placing of an idol vpon the Altar 'M 
^oeT^ Temple; and our Lord speaks of theaiomtM-' 

his Discourse on that subject — ** Is the Pope of Rome the 
Man of Sin?" 

» 2 Thess. ii. 3. 4. 

^ There are about twenty-five passages in the Acts of the 
Apostles, where the Jewish Temple is called Uphv, but not a 
single one where it is called vahs^ nor is there one, in any of 
the Apostolic Epistles, where it bears this name. The vaUn 
rov 0€ov, in the mouth of an Apostle speaking to Gentile 
Christians concerning the fidure^ cannot mean the JewiA 
Temple, and can only mean the Christian Church, Compare 
Macknight's note on this passage (2 Thess. ii. 2, 3). ** The 
sitting of the Man of Sin in the Temple of God, signifies his 
being a Christian by profession, and that he would exercise his 
usurped authority in the C^rittian ChurcHr 
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iian of desokUian^ as still to be expected, and to be 
manifested in the Holy Place ' ; and St. Paul pre- 
dicted the appearance of a Power, which he calls 
Mystery^ claiming Adoration in the Christian Tem- 
ple, — taking his seat in the Sanctuary of the 
Church of God *, showing himself that he is God. 

Let us also remember that DaniePs word abomi- 
nation^, which describes an object of idolatrous 
worship, is adopted by the Apocalypse ; and that, 
in like manner, St. Paul's word Mystery is adopted 
in the Apocalypse ; and that both these words are 
combined in this book, in the name of the Woman, 
whose (Utire is described minutely by St.* John, 
and whose name on her forehead is ^^ Mystery*^ 
Babylon the great, Mother of abominations of the 
Earth/^ 

Let us now enquire, — Whether this description 
is iq)plicable to the Church of Eome ! 

With this view let us refer — ^not to any private 
sources — ^but to the official'^ Book of Sacred Cere- 
monies ^^ of the Church of Bome. 

This Book, sometimes called '^ Ceremoniale 
Bomanum,'^ is written in Latin, and was compiled 
three hundred and forty years ago, by Mar- 
cellus, a Boman Catholic Archbishop, and is 

' Matth. xxiv. 15. Mark xiii. 14. 

' pa6y Q€ov (says Tbeodoret ad loc.) rhs cKKXrja-ias oivd- 
luurtv, iv JUS 7rpo€dpiav dpnaarei.'-^In templo, id est in Eo 
desia Dei, says Bp. Andrewes adv. Bellarmin. cap. ix. p. 225, 
226. 

' fibikvyiuu Rev. xvii. 4, 5. ' Rev, x.vvU 5,1% 
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dedicated to a Pope, Leo X.* Let in turn to 
that portion of this Volume which describes the 
first public appearance of the Pope, on his Election 
to the Pontificate. 

We there read the following order of proceed- 
ing \ " The Pontiff elect is conducted to the 
Sacrarium^ and divested of his ordinary attire, and 
is clad in the Papal robes!^ The cohwr of these is 
then minutely described. Suffice it to say, that 
Ave different articles of dress, in which he is then 
arrayed, are scarlet. Another vest is specified, 
and this is covered with pearls. His mitre is then 
mentioned; and this is adorned with gold and 
precious stones. 

Such, then, is the attire in which the Pope is 
arrayed, and in which he/r«^ appears to the World 
<w Pope. Refer now to the Apocalypse. We 
have seen that scarlet^ pearls, gold^ and preeum 
stones are thrice specified by St. John, as chsrao- 
terizing the Mysterious Power pourtrayed by 
himself". 

But we may not pause here. Turn agam to 
*the " Oeremoniale Bomanum.'' The Pontiff elect, 
arrayed as has been described, is conducted to the 
Cathedral of Rome, the Basilica, or Church, of 
St. Peter. He is led to the Altar; he first 



* Roroee, a.d. 1516. 

^ The original words may be seen in Appendix H. of tbe 
Author's Edition of the Apocalypse. 
' Rev. zvii. 4. xviii. 12. 16. See the passages, above, p. 64. 
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prostrates himself before it, and prays. Thus he 
declares the sanctity of the Altar. He kneels at 
it, and prays before it, as the seat of God. 

What a contrast then ensues ! We read 
thus: 

" The Pope rises, and, wearing his mitre, is lifted 
up by the Cardinals, and is placed by them upon 
the Altar— *to aif there. One of the Bishops 
kneels, and begins the Te Deum. In the mean 
time the Cardinals hm the feet and hands and face 
of the Pope.'' 

Such is the first appearance of the Pope in the 
face of the Church and the World. 

This ceremony has been observed for many cen- 
turies ; and it was performed at the inauguration 
of the present Pontiff*, Pius IX. ; and it is com- 
monly called by Roman writers the " Adora- 
tion \'" It is represented on a coin, struck in 

* Onfiitt June, 1846. See Letters to M. GondoD, Letter 
idL p. S15, ard edit. 

^ See Hittoire du Clerg^, &c., dedicated to Pope Clement 
XI. AiMt. 1716. Vol. i.p. 17. Quapd Telection est fi&ite, 
le Pape ett conduit fi la Chapelle, oii il re^oitl Wora/»on des 
Cardinauz. Bnsaite il est port6 assts dans le Si^ge Pontifical 
II r^lise de S. Pierre et /xw^ tw taviel . . . oi^ il repoit 
eiKSore publiqnement Xadoralvm* 

Compare Lettenburgh*s Notitia Curiee Romanse, 1683, p. 
125. ** Portatur Pontifex in sede Pontificali ad S. Petrum, 
poniturque supra Altare majus, ubi salutatur osculo pedis, 
manus, et oris a Cardinalibus ; peracta adoratione descendit 
Pontifex ex Altari." '* Romee,"* (says Heidegger, Myst. Bab. 
i. 537,) *' phrasis ilia, adorare Papam, in quotidiano usu est.** 

Yarioua Books have been wnllen V>^ '^\kv^ \^vrcoLss&.r— 
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the Papal mint with the legend, " Quern creant, 
adarant^^'* — "Whom they creaie (Pope), they 
adore.'''' . . . What a wonderful avowal f I 

The following language was addressed to Pope 
Innocent X.', and may serve as a specimen of the i 
feelings with which the Adoration is performed. 

" Most Holy and Blessed Father, Head of tiie 
Church, Ruler of the Worlds to whom the keys of I £ 
the Kingdom of heaven are committed, whom the I t 
Angels in heaven revere, and the gates of hdl Is 
fear, and all the World adores^ we specially venerate, | ( 
worship, and adore thee^ and commit ourselves, 
and all that belongs to us, to thy paternal and 
MORE than divine disposal.*^ 

What more could be said to Almighty Gt)d 
Himself? / 



Mazaroni, Stevanus, and Diana, — ^ De adoratione et 
pedum Pontificis." See Heidegger, Myst. Bab. i. 511. 514. 
537. At the coronation of Pope Innocent X., a.d. 1644, 
which is described with great minuteness by Banck, Roma 
Triumphans, Franeker, 1656, the following " formula adonn 
tionis" was addressed, by Cardinal Colonna, on his kneet, 
in«his own name and that of the Clergy of St. Peter^s, to the 
Pope : ** Sanctissime et Beatissime Pater, Caput EcdeMBi 
RECTOR Orbis . . . cui claves regni ceelorum sunt comoiiiMBb 
quem Angeli in coelis reverentur, portcB inferorum timad, 
TOTUSQUE mundut adorat, nos Te unice veneramnr, coliiaiH 
et ADORAMUs, et nos omniaque nostra paterns et plus quam 
DiviNiE dispositioni ac curee submittimus." . . . (Banck»|»i 
884, a very interesting volume.) 

An engraving representing the " Adoration of the Popi* 
may be seen in Picart, Ceremonies, i. p. 296. 

^ Numismata Poutificum, Paris, 1679, p. 5. 

' See note * in the preccd\ng V^^* 
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But to return. Observe the nature of this 
* Adoration.^ It is performed by kneelivig^ and 
kissing the face and hands, and feet. And what is 
St. John^s word, nine times used to describe the 
homage paid to the Mysterious rival of God I It 
is TTpoa/ewelv^ to kneel before and kiss. 

Next, observe the place in which this adoration 
is paid to the Pope. The Temple of God. Observe 
the attitude of him who receives it. He sits. Ob- 
serve the place on which he sits. The Altar of 
God. 

Such is the inauguration of the Pope. He is 
placed by the Cardinals on God's Altar. There 
he sits as on a Throne. The Altar is his foot- 
stool ; and the Cardinals kneel before him, and 
Idss the feet which trample on the Altar of the 
Most High. 

Let us now turn to St. John. The Power 
described by Him is Mystery^ and is called the 
mother of Abominations. And the word Abomina- 
tion in Scripture often means Idols ; and, in the 
prophecies of Scripture, it describes a special form 
of idolatry. The Abomination of desolation^ as we 
have seen, prefigures the setting up an object of 
idolatrom adoration on the Altar in the Temple 
of God. 

Such was the idol set up by Antiochus in the 
Jewish Temple. And our Lord describes the 
Abomination of desolation as standing in the Holy 
Place. And the Apostle St. Paul predicts that 
the fall of the Roman Empire ' will be succeeded by 

7 See the Sermon on " The Man o£ ^var ^^V^^ ijfe^-s^* 
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the rise of a power which he calb Mystebt, ex- 
alting itself above all that is called God^ or is ffier- 
shipped ; so that he as God sitteth in the Temple of 
God — or, is conveyed to the sanctuary of God, 
and there pkced to sit — showing himself that he m 
God. 

VII. The following questions therefore arise 
here : — 

1. Has not the Church of Borne fulfilled the 
Apocalypse in the eyes of men, has she not pro- 
claimed, and does she not now proclaim, her own 
identity with the Woman in tiie Apocalypse, at 
every election of every Pontiff, even by the out- 
ward garb of scarlet^ goldy precious stones^ ai^ 
pearls^ in which she then invests him, and in whicl 
she then displays him to Christendom and th( 
world ? 

2. And has she not fulfilled the Apocaljrpse, a« 
does she not proclaim her own identity with Um 
Woman whose name is Mystery^ Motli/sr of Ahom 
nations^ by publicly commencing every PontifeiA 
with making the Pontiff her own Idol^ by liftiq 
bim up on the hands of her Cardinals, and b; 
making him sit <m God's Altar, and by XmeeUm 
before him, and kissing his feet f 

S. And by her long practice of this form o 
Abomination, which she calls '^Adoration,'" has A{ 
not identified herself with the Apocalyptic power 
whose name is Mystery, and also with the ^' Mystery 
of Iniquity,^'' described by the Apostle St. Paul a 
eiz^iironed in the Temple o/ God^ 
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4. And by placing her Pontiff to be adored^ like 
the Most Hi^ in Gted's presence on God's Altar 
in a Christian Church — in her own principal 
Ohurch, St. Peter^s — as Antiochus Epiphanes 
placed an idol to be adored on Gbd's Altar in the 
Temple at Jerusalem, does she not identify the 
Pope of Rome with the King of Babylon, whose 
pride and fall are pourtrayed by Isaiah ^ and with 
the Ahomincaion of desolation^ spoken of by Daniel 
the Prophet, and by our Blessed Lord Himself! 

VIII. Let us pause here, and sum up what has 
been said. 

Either the claims of the Church of Bome are 
just — or they are not. 

If they are, — she is infallible, and indefectible. 
She is the Mother and Mistress of Churches. 
Her Pontiff is the Uniyersal Pastor ; the Centre 
frf Unity ; the Father of the Faithful ; the Su- 
preme Head, and Spiritual Judge of Christendom, 
and (as he himself asserts) it is necessary for every 
one to be in communion with him, and to be in 
sabjection to him. Out of his Communion (he 
says) there is no salvation. 

* It. ziv. 12-— 15. See above, p. 66, and Cf. Witsii Miscell. 
Sacr. p. 6dd, lib. Hi. c. 2. 

• The following was written in the twelfth century : " Dic- 
tum DameUt nono convenit modernis Preelatis et Ecclesie 
Rectoribus; videlicet Cum viderUii detolationem." Joachim 
Abbas, in Jerem. c. 87. 
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Now, we hold in our hand the Apocalypse of 
St. John, the Revelation of Jesus Christ S the Votes of 
the Spirit to the Churches ' ; the prophetic History 
of the Church from the Apostolic age to the Day 
of Doom. 

In it St. John places ud at Rome: he points to 
its Seven Hills ' ; he shows us the City enthroned 
upon them : he retains us there while he reveals to 
us Bome'^s future history, even to its total ex- 
tinction, which he describes ^. 

1. If^ now, Christ has instituted a spiritual 
supremacy, and fixed an Infallible Authority any 
where, which all men are obliged to acknowledge 
and to which all must bow, and with which all 
must be in communion on pain of everlasting 
damnation, it may reasonably be supposed that 
the Holy Spirit, in revealing the future Histoiy 
of the Church, and in providing guidance and com- 
fort for Christians, under their trials, which he pre- 
dicts, would not have failed to givie some notice of 
such spiritual supremacy and infallible authority in 
the Church. 

2. If Christ has settled that spiritual Pre- 
eminence and Supremacy at Rome^ it may reason- 
ably be concluded, that the Holy Spirit, when 
speaking specially and copiously of Rome^ and 
tracing her history, even to the day when she will 
he burnt withfire^ and her smoke ascend to heanen^ 



» Rev. i. 1. ^ « Rev. ii. 7. 11. 17, &c. 

• Rev. xvii. 9. • * Rev. xviii. 1 — 24. 
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would not have omitted to mention that Pre- 
eminence and Supremacy supposed to exist in that 
city. 

3. If the Church of Rome %% what she herself 
affirms — the true Spouse of Christ, the Mother 
and Mistress of all Churches in Christendom, and 
if communion with her is necessary to salvation, 
assuredly the Holy Spirit would have taken great 
care that no reasonable man should be able to 
impute to the Christian Church of Rome what He 
intended for the Heathen City of Rome. And, 
since by the Union of the supreme civil authority 
with the spiritual in the person of the Bishop, who 
is also the Sovereign of Rome, and by the conse- 
quent incorporation of the City of Rome in the 
Church of Rome, there was great probability of 
such a confusion — which the Holy Spirit could 
foresee — He would have guarded against it, and 
have taken care, that the character He draws of 
the Harlot, and •the awful description which He 
pves of her future doom, could not possibly be ap- 
plied by any reasonable man to the Church of Borne, 

IX. Now, what is the fact i 

1. Not a word does the Holy Spirit say, in the 
Apocalypse, of the existence of any Supreme Visible 
Head or infallible authority in the Church. 

2. Not a word does he say of the Church of 
Borne being the Centre of Unity — the Arbitress of 
Faith— the Mother and Mistress of Churches. 
Not a wprd does he speak in her praise. Indeed 
the advocates of the Church oi "Roxaa V:«\tf^ ^^sssr 
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that he speaks largely of the Boman City) say t 
he does not mention her at all' ! 

How unaccountable is all this, if, as they affi 
Christ ha8 instituted such a Supremacy ; and if 
has placed it at Borne ! 

X. But now let us take the other altemat 
Let the claims of the Ohurch of Borne be 
founded; then it must be admitted that they 
nothing short of blasphemy: for they are da 
to Infallibility, Indefectibility, and Universal '. 
minion, spiritual and temporal, which are Al 
butes of Almighty God. 

And now again we open the Apocalypse. W 
do we find there ! 

We see there a certain City pourtrayed — a gi 
City — the great Oitjr — the Queen of the Earth w 
St. John wrote — the City on Seven Hills — ^the ( 
oi Rome* 

At B4)me^ then, we are placed by St. John, 
stand there by his side. Thie city is represei] 
as a Woman; it is called the Harlot. Ii 
contrasted with the Woman in the WildenK 
crowned with the Twelve Stars, the iuture Bi 
in Heaven, the new Jerusalem ; that is, it is c 
trasted with the faithful Apostolic Churchy i 
sojourning on earth, and to be glorified hereai 
in heaven. 

The Harlot persecutes with the power of 
Dragon ; the Bride is persecuted by the Drag< 

' See Bossuet, »bove^ ^. ^^, «sk^Tv<cAA« 
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the Harlot is arrayed in scarlet; the Bride is 
attired in white ; the Harlot sinks to an abyss ; 
the Bride mounts to heaven. The Bride is the 
fittthful Church ; the Harlot contrasted with her, is 
a faithless Chwteh. 

The Great City^ then, which is called a Harlot, 
,~ IS a faithless Church ; and that City is Rome. 

-^ This Harlot-City is represented as seated upon 
id many waters, which are Peoples^ and Nations^ and 
-^ Tenguee, Kings give their power to her, and 
1^ commit fornication with her. She vaunts that she 
18 a Queen for ever. She is displayed as claiming 
k ; a double Supremacy. 

Now, look at Rome. She^ she alone of all the 
^ Cfities that are, or ever have been, in the world, 
^ aaserts universal Supremacy, spiritual and tem- 
poral. She wields two swords. She wears two 
Diadems. And she has claimed this double power 
for more than a thousand years. ^^ Buler of the 
\ W«W — " Universal Pastor '^ — " Father of 
KiagBi and Princes ^^ — these are the titles of her 
Pontiff. She boasts that she is the Catholic 
Church; that she is alone^ and none beside her 
on the earth : she affirms, that her light will never 
be dim, her Candlestick never removed. And yet 
she teaches strange doctrines. She has broken 
her plighted troth, and forgotten the love of her 
espousals. She has been untrue to God. She 
hBA put on the scarlet robe and gaudy jewels and 
bold look of a harlot, and gone after other gods. 
She canonizes men, and then v^btdoi^^ \\v^\si. "^s^.^ 
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would make the Apostles untrue to their Loi 
and constrain the Blessed Mother of Christ to 
a rival of her Divine Son. She adores Ange 
and thereby dishonours the Triune God, beft 
Whose glorious Majesty they veil their fac" 
She deifies the Creature, and thus defies t 
Creator. 

St. John, when he calls us to see the Harl 
City, the seven-hilled City, fixes her name on 1 
forehead — Mystery — to be seen and read by \ 
And he says, Blessed is he that readeth^ and t) 
that hear the words of this prophecy^. 

Her title is Mystery, a secret spell, bearing 
semblance of sanctity : a solemn rite which pi 
mises bliss to those who are initiated in it: 
prodigy inspiring wonder and awe into the mind 
St. John : an intricate enigma requiring for 
solution the aid of the Spirit of God. 

Heathen Rome doing the work of heathenism 
persecuting the Church was no Mystery. Bui 
Christian Churchy calling herself the Mother 
Christendom, and yet dnmken with tlie blood 
saints — this is a Mystery. A Christian Chui 
boasting herself to be the Bride, and yet being \ 
Harlot ; styling herself Sion, and being Babylon 
this is a Mystery. A Mystery indeed it is, th 
when she says to all, " Come unto me," the voi 
from heaven should cry, " Come out of her 1 
People^'"'' A Mystery indeed it is, that she w 
boasts herself the city of Saints, should become i 

• Rer, i. 8. xxii. 7. ^ 1R.^h, xviiu 4. 



II.] IS THE CHURCH OF ROME. 81 

hahiUxtum of devils: that she who claims to be 
Infallible should be said to corrupt the earth: that 
a self-named " Mother of Churches^'*'' should be called 
by the Holy Spirit the ^^ Mother 6/ Abominations :'^ 
that she who boasts to be Indefectible, should in 
one day be destroyed, and that Apostles should 
rejoice at her fall*: that she who holds, as she 
says, in her hands the Keys of Heaven, should be 
cast into the lake of fire by Him Who has the 
Keys of hell*. All this, in truth, is a great 
Mystery. 

Nearly Eighteen Centuries have passed away, 
since the Holy Spirit prophesied, by the mouth of 
St. John, that this Mystery would be revealed in 
ihcU City which was then the Queen of the Earth, 
the City on Seven Hills, — the City of Rome. 

The Mystery was then dark, dark as midnight. 
Man''s eye could not pierce the gloom. The fulfil- 
ment of the prophecy seemed improbable, — almost 
impossible. Age after age rolled away. By 
degrees, the mist which hung over it became less 
thick. The clouds began to break. Some fea- 
tures of the dark Mystery began to appear, dimly 
at first, then more clearly, like Mountains at day- 
break. Then the form of the Mystery became 
more and more distinct. The Seven Hills, and 
the Woman sitting upon them, became visible. 
Her voice was heard. Strange sounds of blas- 
phemy were muttered by her. Then they became 

• Rev. xviii. 20. * ^«^ A,^^. 
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louder and louder. And the golden chalice : 
hand, her scarlet attire, her pearls and jewels 
tered in the Sun. Kings and Nations were 
prostrate at her feet, and drinking her cup. i 
were slain by her sword. And now the pro 
became clear, clear as noon-day ; and we tr 
at the sight, while we read the inscription 
blazoned in large letters, '^ Mystery, Bai 
THE Great,'' written by the hand of St. 
guided by the Spirit of Ood, on the forehead 
Ohurch of Bomb. 
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CHAPTER III. 

JRefiedians an the Prophecies concerning Bahylon in 
the Apocalypse. 

Ik the two preceding Chapters, reasons have been 
stated for the conviction, expressed at the close of 
the Second, that the prophecies contained in the 
Thirteenth," Fourteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, 
Eighteenth, and Nineteenth Chiq)ters of the Reve- 
latioa of St. John the Divine, and which describe 
the guilt, and pourtray the punishment, of the 
aystieal Babylon, have been partly accomplished, 
and are in course of complete accomplishment, in 
the Church of Rome. 

I* Some may allege that such an assertion is 
uncharitable ; tiiat it is inconsistent with the loving 
spirit of the Gospel, to arraign a Christian Church, 
one 80 distinguished as the Church of Rome for 
amplitude, dignity, and antiquity ; and to brand it 
with such an ominous name — to characterize it as 
Babylon. 

But we may reply to this allegation, by asking. 
Who wrote the Apocalypse ? . . . The Evangja- 
G 2 
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list St. John. He was a Son of Sunder ^; 
he was the beloved Disciple of Christ ; he k 
on His bosom at the institution of the E 
Feast of Love. To him the Son of God bequei 
His beloved mother with almost His last bi 
when dying on the cross. He was the Aposi 
Love. And this divine Boanerges thundered 
Ood^s judgments in love. 

Repent (he says) ; do thy first works ; m 
will give thee the Morning Star*. As many 
love, I rebuke and chasten ; be zealous therefon 
repent *. Behold^ I stand at the door *. 

Again ; let us ask, Who moved St. Jol 
write the Apocalypse? The Holy Spirit of 
1/ any man hath an ear^ let him hear what 
Spirit saith unto the Churches '. 

Assuredly, it is not uncharitable to de 
what the Holy Spirit of Peace dictated t 
Apostle of Love. 

Nay, rather, they^ whose oflSce it i? to guid 
warn others, are guilty of grievous sin ; the 
chargeable with cruelty to the souls of others 
the blood of those souls is on their heads, and 
are doing what in them lies to frustrate St. J 
labour of love ; they are resisting the Holy G 
they are forfeiting the blessings promised i 
Apocalypse to all who read and keep the wo 



1 Mark ill. 17. ^ Rev. ii. 28. 

» Rev. iii. 19. < Rev. iii. 20. 

* Rev. ii. 7. .11. 17. 29. iii. 6. 13. 22. 
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this prophecy ^^ if they fail to proclaim, what, by 
the voice of St. John, it has pleased Ood to 
reveal. 

They are not lovers of peace, or of their own 
and other men's souls, who huild up a wall^ and 
dauh it ioith unUmpered morter^ ; and speak smooth 
things, and prophesy deceits *, and say^ Peace^ peace^ 
when there is no peace*; for it is written, son of 
many if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from 
his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; 
hut his blood will I require at thy hand \ 

2. We have received the Apocalypse from the 
hand of St. John, who calls it the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ', and the voice of the Spirit to 
the Churches. Here we have a positive command 
from Almighty Gon not to partake of the sins of 
Home, lest we also receive of her plagues *. — If amy 
man worship the Beast and his image, and receive 
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same 
shaU drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
pofured out without mixture into the cup of Bis in- 
dignation ; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the Holy Angels, and in 
the presence of the Lamh *. 

3. Some persons have used this latter text as an 
argument against the identification of Rome with 
Babylon. They allege that by such an identifica- 



' Rev. L 3. zxii. 7. ' Ezek. xiii. 10. 

« Isaiah xxx. 10. ^ Jer. yi. 14. 

> Ezek. xxxiii. 8. ^ Rev. i. 1. 

* Rev. xy'nu 4. ^ ^^n . x« •^ A^* 
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tion, all, who are or have been in commoniim with 
Borne, are consigned to damnation ; and that, 
since for many ages the greater part of the VisiUe 
Church was in communion with Bome^ the Church 
itself had become reprobate, and Chrisf^s {Hnomifle 
of His presence and Spirit to it had £uled, ^ Borne 
is Babylon. But this is an oversighi. Such per- 
sons do not seem to have observed, that tdmbj 
have never had an opportunity of hearing thB 
warnings of the Apocalypse, and that the text 
(Bev. xiv. 10) refers to a period afkr the /off ^ 
Babylon^ when God's judgment tinU haw heen 
executed on the City and See of Borne *, and tint 
it is addressed to those who will not heed the 
warning given by that awful catastrophe. 

We do not hesitate to affirm that the Church ol 
God has never ceased, and will never cease, to exist 
And it has never ceased and will never cease to k 
Visible. This is the teaching of Holy Scripture, m 
expounded by the Primitive Church. 

We are not Donatists, who imagined that tiie 
Catholic Church of Christ might be reduced to a 
small and obscure Communion. 

We also readily acknowledge, that, for many 
centuries, a large portion of the Church Cathdie 
was infected by the errors of Bome. But those 
errors were not the essence of the Church : and it 
was possible* to communicate with the Churchy 

^ See also the remarks below, p. 91, 92. I need not re- 
mind the attentive reader of the Apocalypse, that some 
Powers of Romanism will survive Rome. See Lectures, p. 
44 J, 2Dd edit. 
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without communicating in the errors of Borne. 
And we doubt not that many generations of holy 
men fell asleep in Christ, who deplored those 
errors, and did not communicate in them, although 
they were in communion with the Church in which 
those errors arose. 

But as years passed by, Rome changed her 
course. She did not renounce her errors, and she 
made communion in her errors essential to com- 
munion with herself. She enforced her errors aa 
terms of communion : and she excommunicated all 
who would not, and could not, receive and profess 
those errors as articles of Faith.— 

This she did particularly in the Sixteenth 
Century, at the Council of Trent. 

Thus she became the cause of the worst schism 
which has ever rent the Church of Christ. 

And ever since that time, she has continued to 
enforce those errors which she then imposed as 
truths ; and by her recent Act claiming to herself 
power to make the dogma of the Immaculate Con- 
ception to become an article of Faith, she has 
aggravated her sin in inculcating Heresy as if it 
were Truth, and in tearing the Church by schism, 
while she charges others with it, and professes to 
be the centre of Unity. 

Thus she has verified the prophecy of the Apo- 
calypse, in which it is said " Come out of her, Mtf 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins ^^ She 
baa still some people of God in her. But she has 

• Rev. xvm. 4. 
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SO identified her sins with herself, that they can 
hardly remain in her now without being partakers of 
her sins '. She has made communion in her sins 
necessary for communion with herself. They 
therefore, who hear the voice, must come out of 
her. And if they come out, she is guilty of the 
sin of the Separation (for there never can be sepa- 
ration without sin), not only by teaching false doc- 
trines, but by enforcing them as terms of commn- 
nion with herself; and not only by separating 
herself from the Truth as it is in Christ, but by 
separating from herself all who desire to cleave 
steadfastly to Him. 

Here, we say, was a new era in the History of 
the Church. And it is this change in the Spiritual 
polity of the Church of Rome which has placed 
her in a new attitude with regard to the rest ol 
Christendom : and which calls for more serioos 
attention to the prophecies of the Apocalypse, 
because it is an evidence of their truth, and because 
it is also a warning that the time of their full 
accomplishment is at hand. 

Thus, then, we see in the Apocalypse a stroi^ 
appeal to our Charity. Christian love longs, 
above all things, for the salvation of souls. It 



7 I do not say that the sin of those who comply with here- 
tici^l terms of communion is equal to those who impose them : 
or that the condition of those who live in countries where 
the Scriptural warnings against those terms are not beard, is 
one of equal responsibility to that of those who may have the 
BiWe open before them. 
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prays and labours that they may escape God's 
judgments, and especially that they may be saved 
from the fearful woes which are denounced by God 
upon Babylon '. How, therefore, would it rejoice 
that these prophecies of the divine Apocalypse 
were now duly pondered by all members of the 
Church of Bome ! How thankful would it be 
fc that the words of the Apostle, who was miracu- 
m- lously rescued from the fiery furnace • at Bome, to 
f behold and describe these Visions, should have 
^ power, by God's grace, to pluck them as brands 
/ram thefire^. 
. Especially too, as years pass on> and as the 
judgments reserved for Bome draw nearer and 
. nearer, and as, it may be, in the events of our own 
day, we feel the tremblings of the earthquake 
which will engulf her, and behold the flashings 
forth of the fire which will consume her, true 
Christian Charity will put on Angels' wings, and 
win hasten with a Seraph's step ; and will be like 
the heavenly Messengers dispatched by God to 
Lot in Sodom ; and will lay hold on the hands of 
those who linger, and will urge them forth from 
the door,. and will chide their delay, and will ex- 
claim, — Arise! what dost thou here! Take all 
that thou hast, lest thou he consumed in the iniquity 
of this city*. 

And whatf therefore^ shall we say of those, our 

• Rev. xiv. 10.11. xix. 20. 

• Tertullian de Praescr. Heeret. c. 36. 

• Zech. in. 2. * O^ik, iIvl. VI— W 
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beloved friends, our brothers and sisters in CI 
who haye been nurtured with the same mi 
the Gospel at the breast of the same spii 
mother with oursdves; who have breathed 
same prayers ; knelt before the same altars, 
walked with us side by side in the courts c 
own Jerusalem ; and have been carried awaj? 
tive — alas ! willingly captive — ^to Babylon I 

What shall we say of them ! It may be, 
we ourselves might have prevented their &11, 
had exhorted them to hear wkai the Spirit sai 
the mouth of St. John. Shall we do nothin 
their recovery? Shall we not, even with ' 
imjdore them to listen — not to us, but — to 
Everlasting Saviour, their Almighty King 
Judge, speaking in tiie Apocalypse i Sha 
not point to the cup of wrath in Qod^s right 
ready to be poured out upon them ! Shall w 
say, in the words of the Prophet, — Arise y 
depart^ for this is not yowt rest; because it i 
hied, it shall destroy you, even with a sore eU 
tion\ 

The Book oi Bevelatiok, thus viewed, 
ought to be, is a divine Warning of the peri 
unhappiness of all who are enthralled by I 
And its prophetic and comminatory uses < 
to be pointed out by all Christian Ministers 
to be acknowledged by all Christian congrega 
And they, whether Clergy or People, for 
.great blessing and incur great danger, who n< 
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these divinely-appointed uses of the Apocalypse, 
particularly in the present age, when the Ghnrch 
of Borne is employed with more than her usual 
activity in spreading her snares around us, to make 
us victims of her deceits, prisoners of her power, 
slaves of her will, and partners of her doom. 

But in discharging this duty, a minister of the 
Gk)8pel must crave not to be misunderstood. 

I. Having a deep sense of the danger of those 
who dwell in Babylon, he will never venture to 
affirm that none who haw dwelt there can be saved. 
The Apocalypse itself forbids him. On the very 
eve of its destruction the voice from heaven says, 
Cojne out of her ^ My People^ that ye he not partakers 
of her sins, and thai ye receive not of her plagues *. 
And so, we doubt not) God ever has had, and still 
has, some people in Babylon. 

Many, doubtless, there were in former times in 
our own land, who had not the blessed privilege 
which we enjoy oi hearing the voice, Come out of 
her. They had not the warnings of the Gospel t 
to them it was almost a sealed book. And this, 
too, is still the case with many in foreign lands. 
And, since responsibilities vary with privileges, 
and God judgeth men according to what they have, 
and not according to what they have not *, therefore 
Christian Love, which hopeth all things ', will think 

^ Rev. zviii. 4^ * Luke zil. 48. 2 Cor. viii. 12« 

• 1 Cor.xVn.l. 
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charitably, and if it speak at all, will not speak 
harshly of them '• 

All this we readily allow. But then we must 
not shrink from asking. What will be the lot of ^ 
those who hear the voice, Cotm out of her^^ and 
yet do not obey it ! And, still more, what will be 
the portion of those^ — the recent converts, as they 
are called, and others who follow them, who,— 
when the voice from heaven says. Come wdofJm^ 
— ^0 in to Babylon, and dwell there ? 

II. Again: the Minister of the Gt)8pel, to 
whose case we have referred, is obliged, for fear of 
misrepresentation, to say, that he readily acknow- 
ledges, and openly professes, that Christianity dot$ 
not consi^ in hatred of Borne. 

We are not of those, who, in the words of an 
eminent Writer*, "consider the Christian Beli- 
gion no otherwise than as it abhors and .revikB 
Popery, and who value those men most, who do 
it most furiously .''^ No ; the Gospel is a divine 
Message of Peace on earthy and good vyill towardi 

7 Compare the wise and charitable sentiments of St. Cy- 
prian, Epist. Ixiii. Si quis de antecessoribus nostris vel igno- 
ranter vel simpliciter non observant et tenuit qaod mi 
DoMiNus facere ezemplo suo et magisterio docuit, potest 
simplicitati ejus de indulgentia Domini venia concedi ; «oflii 
vero non potent ignosci, qui nunc a Domino admoniti et In- 
structi sumus . 

^ Rev. zviii. 4. 

' Lord Clarendon, Hist. Rebell. i. 88, p. 88, ed. Ozf* 
1839. 
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fnen\ The haniMr over us is Love*. No one is 
safe, because his brother is in danger : no man is 
better, because his neighbour is worse. Our war- 
fare is not with men^ but with sim. We love the 
erring, but not their errors ; and we oppose their 
errors, because we love the erring, and because we 
desire their salvation, which is perilled by their 
errors, and because we love the truth, which is 
able to save their souls. 

We know that Error is manifold, but Truth is 
one: and that, therefore, it is not enough to 
oppose Error ; for one error may be opposed by 
another error; and the only right opposition to 
Error is Truth. We know, also, that by God's 
mercy there are truths in the Church of Borne as 
well as errors ; and that some, who oppose Borne, 
may be opposing her truths, and not her errors. 
But our warfare is against the errors of Rome^ and 
for the maintenance of the truth of Christ. We 
reject Popery because we profess Christianity. 
We flee Babylon, because we love Sion. And the 
aim of our warfare is not to destroy our adver- 
saries, but to save their souls and ours. There- 
fore in what we have said on this subject, we have 
endeavoured to follow the precept of the Apostle, 
Speak the truth in love*; and if, through human 
infirmity, any thing has been spoken otherwise, we 
pray God that it may perish speedily, as though it 
had never been. 

' Luke ii. 14. ' Cant. ii. 4. 

»Eph.iv.\5, 



91 OK THE PROPHECIES CONCEBNIKG [CH. ^^' 

III. It cannot be doubted that our most eminent -^^ 
Divines have commonly held and taught that the ^^< 
Apocalyptic prophecies concerning Babylon, were ^^ 
designed by the Holy Spirit to describe the ^^ 
Church of Bome. Not only they who flourished *^ 
at the period of our Reformation, such as Aidi- ^^^ 
bishop Granmer, Bishops Bidley and Jewel, md ^l 
the Authors of our Homilies, but they also iilio 1^*'' 
followed them in the next, the most learned, Age B^^ 
of our Theology, — I mean, the end of the six- 
teenth and beginning of the seventeenth centmy, 9?^\ 
— proclaimed the same doctrine. And it HM J ^ ^ 
maintained by those in that learned age, who wen 
most eminent for sober moderation and Ghristin 
charity, as well as for profound- erudition. It mi^ 
suffice to mention the names of Richard Hooker' 1^^ 
and Bishop Andrewes '. I ^ 

But after them a new generation arose. Ddi f ^ 
was a race of men endued with more zeal tfau 
knowledge ; devoid, for the most part, of reverence 
for Authority and Antiquity, elated with an ov8^ 
weening confidence in their own sagacity, and 



^ Hooker, e. g. Sermon on St. Jude 17—21. ** That wfaiek 
they (i. e. the Papists) call Schisme, we know to be our roA- 
Bonable service unto God and obedience to Hb Voice, which 
crieth shrill in our ears, * Go out of Babylon, My Peoplei 
that you be not partakers of her Sins, and that ye receive sot 
of her plagues.' " (Rev. xviii. 4.) 

I may add, as naturalized in England, the illustrious naiM 
of Isaac Casaubon. See his Ephemerides, lately published 
at Oxford, p. 800. See also the excellent Discourse of Bp. 
Bedell, in his Life by Burnet, p. 155—173. Lond. 169S. 

* Bp. Andrewes, c. Bell«rmm.ca.vv**^^*— ^^•^•^aft— Wl. 
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idolizing their own imaginations. And haying 
odce possessed themselves with a persuasion that 
they could . not adopt a more effectual mode of 
ttwailing what they disliked, than by arraigning it 
as Popish, they denounced ancient Truths as if 
ihey were modern Corruptions, and impugned 
Apostolic Institutions as if they were Papal Inno- 
vations. They involved them all in one sweeping 
accusation of Antichristian error and Babylonish 
pollution. Against them they sounded the Trum- 
pets, and on them they would have poured out the 
Vials, of the Apocalypse. 

Such was the use they made of this sacred Book. 
Now mark the result. 

A reaction took place. The indiscriminate 
Tiolenee and wild extravagance of these eager 
zealots afforded an easy triumph to their Bomish 
antagonists. . 

Some of their precipitate charges were easily 
refuted. It was proved, that many things, which 
they had affirmed to be Antichristian, were really 
Apostolic ; and that many things which they exe- 
crated as Popish, and would exterminate as Ba- 
bylonish, had been authorized by the unanimous 
consent, and embodied in the universal practice, of 
the Christian Church. 

Now observe the consequence. 

Some of their accusations being thus ignomi- 
niously routed, it was inferred by many persons, 
that the rest of their assertions were no less futile ; 
and because much was shown to be Apostolic 
which they had alleged to be Aiit\dcLT\&\\<dXL^^^3st5^ 
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fore it came to be supposed, that what was Anti- 
christian, might be Apostolic. And so ihe pas- 
sionate zeal of the accuser wrought the acquittal 
of the accused ; and some pious and sober-minded 
men, disgusted by the extravagant folly, and alarmed 
by the destructive violence, of these furious Beli- 
gionists, ceased to regard Bome as Babylon ; not 
from any amendment on her part, but only through 
the presumptuous ignorance and intemperate vehe- 
mence of her foes *• 

What do we thence learn ? 

The necessity of sound reason and of sober 
caution, as well as of Christian charity, in the 
investigation of sacred truth. Aild, in the matter 
before us, we may rest assured, that however 
excellent our motives may be, we should* in reality 
be acting as enemies to the cause of Ghristianity, 
as piously and wisely vindicated at our own B»eform- 
ation ; and be eifective partisans of Romish enor 
and corruption, if we bring a blind accusation of 
Popery against every thing which displeases 0II^ 
selves. 

This has been signally exemplified in the histoij 
of the Interpretation of the Apocalypse. 

They who employed it to denounce whatever 
they disapproved, brought discredit on this Divine 
Book ; and they did much to invalidate its solemn 
warnings against Boman Superstition, and to 
deprive the Church of its heavenly consolations. 



* Compare the statements of Bishop WarburtoD^ Disconne 
xxviiL rol X. p. 180, 181, ed. l^oud. \^\\. 
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We, therefore, have here a double duty. The 
Apocalypse is the Voice of God to the Church. 
On the one hand, although its prophecies have 
been misapplied by some, it is not safe for us to 
neglect their right application ; on the other, we 
must be on our guard not to strain them beyond 
their proper limits, lest, by being applied where 
they are not applicable, they should become inap- 
plicable where they ought to be applied ^ 

IV . Another consideration has had much weight 
even with some nlembers of our own communion, 
and has rendered them unable to see the Church 
of Biome in the Apocalypse. 

It is the following argument, with which we are 
often encountered, both by Bomanists and Pro- 
testant Nonconformists. If^ — they say, — the 
Ohiirch of Bome is the Apocalyptic Babylon, then 
you yourselves, the Ministers of the Church of 
England, who derive your Holy Orders from 
Borne, are infected with the taint of Babylon : 
yonr ministerial commission, therefore, is liable 
to grave suspicions : the validity of your ministra- 

7 Some most eminent for charity and wisdom, in the pre- 
sent age, have set the example of reviving the language of 
Hooker and Bishop Andrewes (see above, p. 94) on this 
point. In a conversation which the Author of this Essay had 
with a Prelate distinguished alike by learning and mildness, 
oar late revered Primate, his Grace adverted to this sub- 
ject, and declared, as his own opinion, that " As long as the 
Seven Hills of Rome are standing, so long will it be clear to 
all who reBect, that the Church of Rome is the Bah^Uys^^ <2»1 
St. lohtt." 
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tions is questionable ; in a word, — by fixing a stigma 
on Rome, you have branded yourselves. 

Such is the objection. 

But, assuredly, the fear of it is as groundless, as 
the allegation of it is illogical. 

We^ of the Anglican Priesthood, do viot derive 
our Holy Orders from Rome — but from Christ. 
He is the only source of all the grace which we 
dispense in our ministry. And suppose that we 
admit, that this virtue flows from Him tkrougl 
some who were in communion with the Church of 
Rome, and that no charitable allowance is to be 
made for those who held some of her doctrines in a 
darker age — what then ! The Channel is not the 
Source. The human Officer is not the Divine Office. 
The validity of the commission is not impaired by 
the unworthiness of those through whom it was 
conveyed. The Vessels of the Temple of God 
were holy even at Babylon : and, after they had 
been on Belshazzar's table, they were restored to 
God's altar '. The Scribes and Pharisees, againsi 
whom Christ denounced wo, were to be obeyed, 
because they sat in Hoses'* seat ', and as far as they 
taught agreeably to his Law. The Word and 
ordinances of Christ, preached and administered 
even by a Judas, were efficacious to salvation. 
The Old Testament is not the less the Word of 
God because it has come to us by the hands of 
Jews, who rejected Him of whom Moses and Hi 
Prophets did write '. And so, the sacred com- 
mission, which the ministers of the Church of 
' Ezra i. 7. • MaUVi. i.xv\\. ^. ^ "i^Wv^Ji^ 
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England have received from Christ, is not in any 
way impaired by transmission through some who 
were infected with Bomish corruptions; but ra- 
ther, in this preservation of the sacred deposit 
even in their hands, and in its conveyance to us, 
and in its subsequent purification from corrupt 
admixtures, and in its restoration to its ancient 
use, we recognize another proof of God's ever- 
watchful providence over His Church, and of His 
mercy to ourselves. 

V. We ought, therefore, to be on our guard 
against two opposite errors. On the one hand, it 
is alleged by some, that, if Bome be a Church, she 
cannot be Babylon. On the other hand, it is 
said by others, that, if Bome be Babylon, she 
cannot be a Church. Both these conclusions are 
false. Bome may be a Church, and yet Babylon : 
and she may be Babylon, and yet a Church. This 
will appear from considering the case of the Ancient 
Church of God. 

The Israelites in the Wilderness were guilty of 
abominable idolatry*. Yet they are called a 
Church in Holy Writ*. And why ? Because they 
still retained the Law of God and the Priesthood '. 
So, also, Jerusalem — even when it had crucified 
Christ — is called in Scripture the Holy City*. 
And why? By reason of the truths and graces 
which she had received from God, and which had 
not yet been wholly taken away from her. 

3 Acts vii. 38. 41. 43. " Cp. Hooker, iii. c. 1 and 2« 

* Mattb. xnVu. 5^. 

H 2 
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A distiBction, we see, is to be made betwec 
what is due to God's goodness on the one sid 
and to man'^s depravity on the other. 

As far as the divine mercy was concerned, Go( 
Ancient People were a Church: but by reas 
of their own wickechiess^ they were even a 8p 
goffue of Satan ^, and, as such, they were fina 
destroyed. 

Hence, their ancient Prophets, looking at Gc 
mercy to Jerusalem, speak of her as Sion, the 
loved City * : but regarding her iniquities, they ( 
her Sodom, the bloody dty '. 

In like manner, by reason of Ood''s goodness 
her, Rome received at the beginning His W< 
and Sacraments, and through His long-sufFeri 
they are not yet utterly taken away from her; £ 
by virtue of the remnants of divine truth i 
grace, which are yet spared to her, she is stil 
Church, But she has miserably marred and c 
rupted the gifts of God. She has been favouj 
by Him like Jerusalem, and like Jerusalem f 
has rebelled against Him. He would have hea 
her, but she 18 not healed*. And, therefore, thoi 
on the one hand, by His love, she was, and has i 
yet wholly ceased to be, a Christian Sion — on 1 
other hand, through her own sins she is an A i 
christian Babylon '. 

« Rev. ii. 9. Hi. 9. ^ Ps. Ixxxvii. 2. 

' ' Isa. i. 9, 10. iii. 9. Ezek. xxiv. 6. * Jer. li. i 

• See Dr. Jackson's Works, iii. p. 880, ** How the Ron 
Church is yet both a Church, and yet the Synagogue 
Satan." 
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VI. Having nqw specified certain causes of a 
particular kind, which, have partially interfered 
with the right application of these Apocalyptic 
prophecies, we should not be dealing candidly, if 
we did not advert to one, of a different nature, 
which has operated in a manner very unfavourable 
to the true Exposition of the Apocalypse. 

This was the intimate connexion of some of our 
own Princes, especially three of the Stuart race, 
with Papal Courts. One of these three Sovereigns 
W/U3 wedded to a Princess of the Bomish per- 
suasion ; the second was brought up under Bomish 
influence ; and the third was himself a Bomanist, 
and endeavoured to establish the Bomish Beligion 
in this land. This civil connexion of England 
with* Papal Courts exercised a pernicious influence 
on our own Theological Literature. Those writers 
were supposed to be ill-affected to the reigning 
Powers, and disloyal to the Throne, who identified 
Borne with Babylon, and pointed to the evils 
which Scripture reveals as the consequences of 
communion with her. They were discouraged or 
silenced: and so the true interpretation of the 
Apocalypse was for some time in peril of being 
suppressed \ 

This may be a warning, that civil connexions 
with Bome are not unattended with religious dan- 
gers. . . . Let us pass on to another topic. 

1 See the remarkable declaration of Medc concerniog 
himself, Works, p. 880, Letter lvi. to Dr. Twisse, and the 
facts stated in Bp. Warburton's Sermon, as cited ^^s^^ 
p. 96, and Pjrie's Introduction to tVie K^ocsiX^v^. 
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VII. Many admirable works have been com- 
posed by our own Divines, in Vindication of the 
Church of England from the charge of Schism, 
preferred against her by Romish Controversialists, 
on the ground of her conduct at the Reformation, 
when she cleared herself from Bomish errors, 
novelties, and corruptions. 

It has been shown in those Vindications, that it 
is the bounden duty of all Churches to avoid strife, 
and to seek peace^ and ensue it '. But it was also 
demonstrated, no less clearly, that Unity in error 
is not true Unity, but is rather to be called a Con- 
spiracy against the God of Unity and Truth. 

Doubtless there is a Unity, when every thing 
in Nature is wrapped in the gloom of Night, and 
bound with the chains of Sleep. Doubtless there 
is a Unity, when the Earth is congealed by frost, 
and mantled in a robe of snow. Doubtless there 
is a Unity, when the human voice is still, the 
hand motionless, the breath suspended, and the 
human frame is locked in the iron grasp of Death. 
And doubtless there is a Unity, when men surrender 
their Reason, and sacrifice their Liberty, and stifle 
their Conscience, and seal up Scripture, and de- 
liver themselves captives, bound hand and foot, 
to the Dominion of the Church of Rome. But 
this is not the Unity of vigilance and light ; it is 
the Unity of sleep and gloom. It is not the Unity 
of warmth and life ; it is the Unity of cold and 
death. It is not true Unity, for it is not Unity 
in the Truth. 

3 Psalm xxxW. \4. \ "Pel. \\\. \\- 
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Therefore, since it has been proved by Appeals 
to Reason, to Scripture, and to" Antiquity, that 
the Church of Borne has built hay and stMle on 
^^ one fotmdation laid by Christ^; that she has 
^dded to the faith many errors and corruptions 
'^hich mar and vitiate it ; and since, as the Holy 
Spirit teaches us in the Apocalypse, it is the 
iuty of every Church which has fallen into error, 
^ repent*; and since Jesus Christ Himself, our 
Jrreat High Priest — Who walketh in the midst of 
Ke Golden Candlesticks — declares, that when a 
)hurch has left her first love^ He will remove her 
Candlestick out of its place except she repent* ^ and 
'lengthen the things which remain^ that are re<idy to 
&•; and since the corruptions of one Church 
fford no palliation or excuse for those of another ; 
>r, as the Prophet says, though Israel play the 
%rlot^ let not Judah sin^ ; and, as Christ Himself 
jaches, though the Church of Sardis be dead^^ 
id Laodicea he* neither hot nor cold^^ yet their 
ster Ephesus must remember whence she has fallen^ 
nd do her first works \ and Pergamos must repent^ 
r He tcill come quickly, and fight against her with 
^ sword of His mouth * — therefore, we say, it was 
istly concluded by our Divines, that no desire of 
'nity on our part, nor reluctance on the part of 
lOme to cast off her errors, could exempt England 

8 1 Cor. ill. 12. -* Rev. iii. 3. 

» Rev. ii. 5. • Rev. iii. 2. 

7 Hos. iv. 15. « Rev. iii. 1. 

8 Rev. iii. 15. ' Rev. ii. 5. 
2 Bev. ii. 16. 
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from the datj <rf Befonnatioii; imd if Boatt»i 
stead of remottMff her oormptioiis, reliBed to en 
miiDieate with Eli^bod, mdess Eo^and eooseni 
to commimicate with Boiiie in those cormptioi 
then no lore of Unity cooU justify Engfand 
eompliance with this requisition of Borne; i 
Unity in error is not Christian Unity; bat, 
imposing the necessity of errii^ as a term 
Union, Borne became guflty at a breach of Uni 
and so the sin of Schism lies at her door. 

This has been clearly demonstrated by < 
Divines ; and a careful study of this proof is r 
dered requisite by the circumstances of th 
times. 

But there are many persons who have not 
opportunity of perusing their works; and t 
who have, will not forget that those works are 
works of men. 

VIII. Let all therefore remeiAber, that thei 
another Work on this important subject ; a W 
not dictated by man, but by the Holy Spirit 
Work, accessible to all, — ^the Apocalypse of 
JoHK. 

The Holy Spirit, foreseeing, no doubt, that 
Church of Borne would adulterate the truth 
many " gross and grievous abominations **' — to 
the words of the judicious Hooker * ; and that 
would anathematize all who would not comm 
cate with her, and denounce them as cut off i 

» Ecc\c8.Po\\i.\\\.\ACi, 
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he body of Christ and from hope of everlastmg 
alvatioQ ; foreseeing, also, that Borne would exer- 
ise a wide and dominant sway for many gene- 
ations, by boldly iterated assertions of Unity, 
^.ntiquity, Sanctity, and Universality ; foreseeing 
Iso, that these pretensions would be supported by 
he Civil sword of many secular Governments, 
mong which the Boman Empire would be divided 
t its dissolution ; and that Rome would thus be 
nabled to display herself to the world in an august 
ttitude of Imperial power, and with the dazzling 
plendour of temporal felicity : foreseeing also that 
he Church of Rome would captivate the Imagina- 
16ns of men by the fascinations of Art allied with 
Religion ; and would ravish their senses and rivet 
leir admiration by gaudy colours, and stately 
omp, and prodigal magnificence : foreseeing also 
lat she would beguile their credulity by Miracles 
nd Mysteries, Apparitions and Dreams, Trances 
nd Ecstasies, and would appeal to such evidence 
1 support of her strange doctrines: foreseeing 
ikewise, that she would enslave men, and (much 
lore) women, by practising on their affections, 
nd by accommodating herself, with dexterous 
liancy, to their weaknesses, relieving them from 
he burden of thought and from the perplexity of 
oubt, by proffering them the aid of Infallibility ; 
oothing the sorrows of the mourner by dispensing 
lardon and promising peace to the departed ; re- 
aoving the load of guilt from the oppressed con- 
cience by the ministries of the Confessional, and 
)y nicelj-poised compensaUoi\a ?ot «ai\ «q.^ *^m8^I 
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she would flourish for many centuries in proud and 
prosperous impunity, before ber sins wwM rwA 
to heaven^ and come in remembrance hefwe God*: 
foreseeing also, that many generations of men 
would thus be tempted to fall from the faith, and 
to become victims of deadly error ; and that thqr 
who clung to the truth would be exposed to 
cozening flatteries, and fierce assaults, and savage 
tortures from her; — The Holy Spirit, we say, 
foreseeing all these things in His Divine knowledge, 
and being the Ever-Blessed Teacher, Guide and 
Comforter of the Church, was graciously pleased 
to provide a heavenly antidote for all these dan- 
gerous, wide-spread, and long-enduring evils, by 
dictating the Apocalypse. 

In this divine Book the Spirit of God has poiu^ 
trayed the Church of Rome, such as none but Hs 
could have foreseen she would become, and sadi 
as, wonderful and lamentable to say, she to 
become. He has thus broken her magic spells; 
He has taken the wand of enchantment from her 
hand ; He has lifted the mask from her face ; and 
with His Divine Hand He has written her true 
character in large letters, and has planted her 
title on her forehead, to be seen and read by all, — 
"Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother 
OF THE Abominations of the Earth V 

Thus the Almighty and All-wise God Himself 
has vouchsafed to be the Arbiter between Babylon 

^ Rev. xvi. 19. xviu. 5. ^ '^^^•xhyu ?i* 
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and Sion, between the Harlot and the Bride, 
between Borne and the Church.' And therefore, 
"With the Apocalypse in our hands, we need not fear 
the anathemas which Rome now hurls against us. 
t The Thunders of the Roman Pontiff are not so 
[ powerful and dreadful as the Thunders of St. John, 
■ the divine Boanerges of Patmos, which are winged 
ly the Spirit of God. 

What is it to us, if the Pope • of Rome declares 

ie cannot be saved^ unless ye bow to me^ when the 

pSoly Ghost says by St. John, Come out of her^ My 

J^eoph, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 

:jf9 receive not of her plagues f 

Here then we have a divine Vindication of the 

li'Church of England, and of her Reformation ; and 

our appeal is, in this great question between us 

and Rome, not to Bishop Jewel and Hooker, not 

1^ to Bishop Andrewes and Archbishop Bramhall, 

:-' admirable as their writings are, but it is to the 

^\ beloved disciple of Christ, and to the Holy Spirit 

rfGod. 



. IX. Some persons, impelled by charitable 
K motives, which are entitled to respect, have che- 
rished a hope that a Union might one day be 
possible between the Churches of England and 
Rome : and some, it is to be feared, have been 



• Pope Boniface VIII. Extra. 1. Tit. viii. says, "Subesse 
Romano Pontifici, omm humante creatur<B declaramus esse de 
necessitate salutis.** 
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betrayed into suppressions and compromises of the 
truth, with a view to that result. 

It is indeed greatly to be wished, that, if it 
pleased God, all Churches might be united ia tb 
truth. It may, also, be reasonably expected, thii; 
as the time of her doom draws near, many flMaki 
of the Church of Rome may be awakened fromilMK 
slumber, — that they may be excited by QoSi 
grace to examine their own position, and il mffi. 
contrast the present tenets of Rome with tt< tn a 
doctrines of Christ and His Apostles. Thus tlif 
may be enabled to purify the truth which tk^ tard 
retain from the dross of corruption with whickl %d o} 
is adulterated ; thus they may be empowered \ 
God^s grace to emancipate themselves from btf 
thraldom iiUo the glorious liberty of the childrm ^ 
God\ 

Our own duty it is, to do all in our power i» 
accelerate this blessed work. But let us be flon 
that it will be impeded by all who disguise the ML 
It will be retarded by all who connive at, flitttfi 
or extenuate guilt. It can only be furthered If 
uncompromising, though not uncharitable, state* 
ments of the sin and danger of communicating ii 
the errors and corruptions of Rome. 

And, of all the instruments which it has pleased 
God to give us for this holy labour of religiooB 
Restoration, none assuredly is so effectual « 
the language of the Holy Spuit in the Apoca- \^, 
lypse of St. John. 1 ^. 

' Horn. Vuu'iV^ I W 
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I divine Voice forbids us to look for Union 
;he Churdk of Bome. We cannot unite with 
\ she is now ; and it forbids us to expect that 

wiU be other than she is. It reveals the 
fact that Baiylon mil be BeibyUm to ike end. 
plays her ruin. It says that deatk^ vummimgy 
imine^ are her destiny : and that she will he 

vnth fire '. It shows ns the smoke of her 
%g^ ; and we look upon that sad spectacle 
afar with such feelings of amazement and awe 
ed the heart of the Patriarch, when he looked 
d Sodom and Gomorrah^ and toward all the 
7/ the plain; and^ lo^ the smoke of the cotmtry 
%p as the smoke of a furnace \ 
ese things were written for our learning. 
t none imagine that Bome is changed : that, 
igh she was once proud and cruel, she is now 
le and gentle ; and that we have nothing 
r from her. This is not the doctrine of St. 
It is not the language of the Holy Ghost, 
ipocalypse teaches us that she is unchanged 
nehangeable. It warns us, that t^she regains 
way, she will persecute with the same fury 
Tore *. She will break forth with all the vio- 

2v. xvii. 16. • Rev.xviii. 8. 

en. xix. 28. 

3t me add here the sober reflections of our great philo- 
al divine, Bishop Butler: — "The value of our own 
►lifehed Church) ought to be very much heightened in 
teem by considering what it is a security from, — 1 mean 
eat corruption of Christianity, Popery ; which is ever 
t work to bring us again under tU t/ofce. WkQ«H«t ^^ 
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lence of suppressed rage. She will agam le 
drunken with the blood of the Saints '. Let us b 
sure of this; and let us take heed accordingly. 
We have need to do so ; more need, perhaps, than 
some of us suppose. The warning is from God: 
He that hath ears to hear^ let him hear ^. 

X. Again : from the Apocalypse we learn tU 
Rome will be visited with plagues, like Egypt, W 
that, like the Sovereign of Egypt, she will ml 
r^ent : her empire will he darkened ', and her v6t 
zens will gnaw their tongues for pain '. Bat A 
will not repent of her deeds '. She will be Babykft 
to the end. And God forbid that Britain shonU 
be joined with Babylon ! 

Here then is a warning to us as a Nation. \A 
us pause before, with a view to peace, we sacrifice 
truth. Let us not incur God^s malediction, if 
doimg evil that good may come '. Let us repesit d ' 
the sins we have ahready committed, in this respect 

consider Popery as it is professed at Rome, may see that itii 
a manifest open usurpation of all human and divine autkorHhf* 
In those Roman Catholic countries, where its monstrooi 
claims are not admitted, and the civil power does in manj 
respects restrain the Papal, yet Persecution is professed, as it 
is also enjoined by what is acknowledged to be their highest 
authority, — a General Council, so called, with a Pope at 
the head of it ; and is practised in all of them, I think wiikod 
exception^ where it can be done with safety.*' — Bp. Butlei'i 
Serm. V. on 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 

* Rev. xvii. 6. 

* Matth. xi. 15. Rev. ii. 7. 11. 17. 29. 

* Rev. xvi. 10. • Ibid. 

^ Rev. xvi. 9. 11. * ^<im,m.^. 
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iet US not treat the Roman Babylon as if it were 
ion, lest God should treat our English Sion as if 
» were Babylon. 

XL Many there are among us, who seem to 
nd pleasure in forgetting the spiritual blessings, 
hich the members of the Church of England 
[ijoy, and to take pleasure in exposing and exag- 
Brating personal defects in her Rulers ; and some 
lere are who speak of the Church of Rome as the 
atholic Church, the Roman See as a Centre of 
Tnity, and would bring all men under the sway of 
le Roman Pontiff. 

Let them look at the Churches of Asia as repre- 
mted in the earlier chapters of the Apocalypse, 
hey are Seven, and by their Seven-fold unity 
ley represent the Universal Church, made up of 
urticular Churches : and what is said by Christ 
) them, is not to be understood as said to them 
cclusively, but as addressed to every Church in 
hristendom. The language of St. John, to each 
rthem is, ''Hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
horches '.''' 

Were the seven Churches of Asia subject to the 
ishop of Rome f No. Was any one of them so 
ibject ? Not one. They were all governed by 
b. John, and one like the Son of man walked in the 
idst oftlie Candlesticks^ and ordered St. John to 
rite to the Angel of each Church. That is, every 
hurch in Christendom is governed by Christ : and 

• Re?, ii. 7. 11. 17.29.\V\.ft,\^.^fL. 
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it is instructed by Him, not through the Bishop otl 
Borne — but through its own Bishops; it is re- 1 
sponsible to them, and through them to Ghrist. 

The Seven Churches of Asia are now no more.! 
Their Candlesticks have been removed. Here is ft I 
solemn warning to the Church of Rome — ifojwwfcrj 
whence thou art fallen ; repent^ and do thy Jirgt iwffc ] 
or I will remove thy Candlestick otU of its pla»\ 
Cease to claim Universal Dominion : Cease to bout I 
that the Roman See is the Eock of the ChiiiQki| 
Behold the true Catholic and Apostolic Church it 1 
played by St. John. She does not wear the P»ji| 
tiara, but is crowned with ttvelve stars ' : she doeil 
not sit upon the seven hills, but she has Mi* 1 
fowndatiom^ and in them are the names of the twist 1 
Apostles of the Lamb^. 

If, therefore, any of the members of the Ghurdi | 
of England should feel shaken in their allegiaooe 
to her, or be fascinated by the claims of Borne, 
they will find divine guidance and warning in thd 
Apocalypse. 

We thank God, and we can never thank Him 
enough, that the Church of England does not 
impose any unscriptural terms of communion ; thst 
she holds in her hands the Scriptures pure and 
entire ; that she administers the Sacraments fiiDy 
and freely by an Apostolic Priesthood ; that she 
keeps the Catholic Faith as embodied in the Three 

* Rev. ii. 5. ' Rev. xii. 1. 

* Rev. xxi. 14. This twelve-fold Apostolic UmversaBh/ of 
the Church is also displayed in the number of the sealed, who 
are 12 x 12,000. Rev. vi\. 4. x\v. \. 
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OreedsK^ and possesses a Liturgy such as Angels 
ikiight love to use. But we do not say that the 
Church of England is perfect. No : there are tares 
mixed with the wheat here, and in every part of 
the visible Church. We are on earth, and not in 
heaven ; and we are subject to the infirmities of 
earth. In this world we dyoell in Mesech^ and 
AoM our habitation in the tents of Kedar^. On 
etrih, the true Church of Christ is not, and never 
'Will be, in a state of peace and happiness. 
Ko : she is the Woman persecuted by the Dragon, 
lad driven by him into the WiMemess^ subject to 
Ikttmifold persecutions, offences, distresses, and 
trials, from within and without. But the Church 
k the wilderness brings forth a man-child^ who 
ku9 power to rule the nations with a rod of iron, 
and is caught up to God, and His throne. Such 
laU be the lot of the remnant of her seed who 

' > hep the commandments of God^ and have the testi- 
mony of Jems Christ '. Such is the character of 
the true Church ; and so now the Church of En- 
j^d, distracted as she is by divisions within, and 
beleaguered by foes without, and persecuted by the 
If powers of Evil, and, like Eve, bringing forth chii- 

^ dren in sorrow^ and in travail tcUh them till Christ 
be formed in their hearts ^^ has never failed to bring 
forth masculine spirits, who have been endued with 
power by Christ to break the earthen vessels of 
godless theories with the iron rod of God's Word ' ; 

* Psalm cxx 5, * See Rev. xii. 5—17. 

• Gen. iii 16. GaL iv. 19. • ?»«\m\\.^* 

\ 
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and they have been caught up to Christ in a glori- 
ous apotheosis. And if we are true to Christ, if 
we are of the Tioly seed^ and keep God's command- 
ments^ and have the testimony of Jesus Christy in this 
wilderness of doubt and danger, even Persecution 
itself will give us wings for heaven. 

And, that we may not be perplexed by the Inke- 
warmness of many who profess the truth, or exas- 
perated by the tyranny of evil men, and so, in a fit 
of weak and irritable impatience, fall into schism,— 
let us observe the Apocalyptic Churches. Thougk 
under the government of St. John and of Apostofie 
Bishops, not one of them is free from blemish. 
Christ does not find their works perfect *. He notes 
their errors in doctrine^ and reproves their defects 
in discipline •. And what follows ? Does He ad- 
vise their members to quit them ! Does He exhort 
them to pass from Ephesus or Sardis to Rom^^ and 
to look for peace and perfection there ? No : He 
commands them to repent^ to watch^ to strengthen ihi 
things that remain^ to abide in the truths to befai^hJH 
tmto death. This is His exhortation to t^. Hold 
fast the truth. In patience possess ye your soub^ 
Edify the Church of England by long-suffering 
meekness, zeal, faithfulness, holiness, and love 
Pray for her, labour for her : be thankful for the 
privileges, the inestimable privileges, which you 
enjoy in her communion. Use them aright ; and 
you will save yourself and others *. 

8 Rev. iii. 2. » Rev. ii. 5. 10. 16^ 20. iiL2. 

' Luke xxu 19. * \ T\m/\v.\^, 



III.] BABYLON IN THE APOCALYPSE. 115 

But let US now iemark, that the Apostle St. 
John, as we have seen, having before his eyes 
many Churches requiring reformation, Churches of 
his oum age and under his ovm jurisdiction^ yet says 
little to them compared with what he speaks con- 
cerning i\iQ future condition oi another Church, the 
Church of the City on the Seven Hills, — theOhurch 
of the imperial City, — ^the Church of Rome. 

He contrasts her, in her corrupt state, with the 
Woman in the wilderness, — who will hereafter be 
the Bride in heaven ; that is, he contrasts her with 
the Church militant on earth who will hereafter be 
the Church triumphant and glorified. And he calls 
her the harlot. He contrasts her with the new 
Jerusalem, or spiritual Sion, and he calls her 
Babylon. He reveals her history, even to her fall. 

And wherefore does he speak so largely of her ? 
Because, being inspired by the Holy Ghost, he 
fgreknew what she would become. He foresaw 
how imposing her claims would be ; how extensive 
her sway ; how powerful her influence ; how dan- 
gerous her corruptions; how deadly her errors; 
and how awful her end. 

Therefore he uplifts the veil which hung before 
the future, and he displays her in her true colours. 
He writes her name on her forehead^ — Mystery^ 
Babylon the Great. He does this in love, and in 
desire for our salvation. He does it, in order that 
no one may be deceived by her ; that no one may 
regard her as the Bride, since Christ condemns her 
as the Harlot ; and that none should dwell in her 
as Sion, since God will destroy Vi^x ^"s^^S^^^^^ 
1 2 
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XII. The Church of Borne holds m her hand the 
Apocalypse — the Bevelation of Jestis Christ. She 
acknowledges it to be divine *. Wonderful to say, 
she founds her claims on those very grounds whick 
identify her with the faithless Church, — ^the Apo- 
calyptic Babylon. As follows; — 

1. The Church of Borne boasts of Universality. 
And the Harlot is seated on many wooers, iokid 

are Nations^ and Peoples and TongiLes. 

2. The Church of Borne arrogates Indefedi- 
bility. 

And the Harlot says that she is a QyMnfor ««r. 

3. The Church of Borne vaunts temporal feliciiy, 
and claims supremacy over all. 

And the Harlot has kings at her feet. 

4. The Church of Borne prides herself on work- 
ing miracles. 

And the minister of the Harlot makes fire i» 
descend from heaven. 

5. The Church of Borne points to the Unity of 
all her members in one creed, and to their subjec- 
tion under one supreme visible Head. 

And the Harlot requires all to receive her mark 
and to drink of her cup. 

Hence it appears that Bome^s ^^ notes of A$ 
Church,'''' are marks of the Harlot : Bome^s tro- 
phies of triumph are stigmas of her shame; the 
very claims which she makes to be Sion, confirm 
the proof that she is Babylon. 

' See Canon of Council of Trent, Sess. iv. See above, 
p. xii. and p. 85. 
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efcfine, let sb »«t be vedk m tk €utli ; let 
t be coafo— dcd If tbe ^nde exicat, the tern- 

pnMpeiitT. tbe iBftynl Uaitr and Unirer- 
, and die lonz impaaxtT^ of RoBse. It vas 
lesied li^ St. John that abe woald baiv a vide 
ndiiriiig SBmj. that GodL, m His bn^snffising 
r, would gire her time to repent, if hjiply she 
i repent; that He would heal her, if she 
1 be healed ; hot thai, ahs ! she wooM mU 
U and that her sins would at length axmd U 
n^ and that »hs would emms tn rtmoMArai^ee h§^ 
jod. And when that awfol hoar shall arrive, 

woe to the Preachers of the Gospel, if they 
not taken up the warning of St. John, and 
led the trumpet of alarm in the ears of their 
^rs. Come out ofher^ my people and he not par- 
s of her sins^ lest ye receive aUo of her plagues ^ 

III. Lastly, another caution is here given by 
ohn. 

me, at the present critical time, may be in 
er of being deluded by the confident language 
rearing of Rome. They may imagine, that a 
3 pursued with such sanguine reliance, and 
such outward appearance of success, must be 
. But let us remember the parallel — Babylon*. 
treets echoed with music ; its halls resounded 
mirth and revelry ( its king's guards were 
dcated at the gates of the city and at the very 

* Rev. zYiH. 4. 
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doors of the palace, and the vessels of God were 
on the tables at the royal banquet, when the 
fingers of a marCs hand came forth jfirom the loall^ — 
and Babylon fell ' } 

So Rome will be most infatuated, when most in 
peril. She will exult with joy, and be flushed with 
hope, and be elated with triumph, when the judg- 
ments of God are ready to fall upon her. Her 
Princes and her Prelates will vaunt her power, and 
will, as at this hour, be making new aggressions, 
and be putting forth new doctrines, and be entranced 
in a dream of security, when her doom is nigh. 
And, as the great River, the river Euphrates, the 
glory and bulwark of Babylon, became a road for 
Cyrus and his victorious army, when he besieged 
and took the city, so the swelling stream of Rome's 
Supremacy, which has now flowed on so proudly 
for so many centuries, and has served for her 
aggrandizement, will be in God's hands the means 
and occasion of her destruction and final desola- 
tion ; and so the drying up of that spiritual 
Euphrates will prepare a Way for the Kings of the 
Eait* — that is, for Jesus Christ, and for the ChUr 
dren of Lights who are His faithful soldiers and 
servants, and who will be admitted to share in the 
royal splendour of the Mighty Conqueror, the 



* Compare Dan. t. 5, &c., and Isaiah xxi.» with Xenophon 
Cjrop. vH. 5. See above, p. 10. 
^ Rev. xvi. 12. cp. 188l.x\W.'M,^&,i^n,\. ^«t«a^A.88, 
II. 36. 
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JSiing of Glory, Who is the Dayspring from on 
high^ — the Light of the World^^the Sun of Righte- 
ousness^ with healing in his wings '. 

May we be of that blessed company, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

7 Luke i. 78. John viii. 12. Mai. iv. 2. 



POSTSCRIPT. 



On Sunday, April 28, 1850, the following words 
were spoken in a Sermon preached in Westminster 
Abbey *. The reason for which attention is now 
drawn to them may be inferred from the paragraph 
with which they close. 

" We have been contemplating the two Mys- 
teries of the Apocalypse. The word Mysterj 
signifies something spiritual; it here describes i 
Church. The first Mystery is explained to us bj 
Christ Himself. The Mystery of the Seven Stars tohieh 
thou sawest . . . The Seven Stars are the AngeU of 
the Seven Churches^ and the Seven Candlesticks whv^ 
thou sawest are the Seven Churches *. 

" The second Mystery is explained also. / wnS ' 

\tell thee the Mystery of the Woman, The Beast 

that carrietb her, which hath the Seven Heads, is 

described, and The Seven Heads are expounded 

to be Seven Mountains on which the Woman 



^ They were also repeated in Occasional Sermons by the 
Author of this Essay, No. VIII. p. 215. 
* Rev. i. 20. * '^^iH • xsf\\, 1,9, 
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" The first Mystery is the Mystery of the Seven 
5 tars. 

" The second Mystery is the Mystery of the 
^even Hills. 

'' The first Mystery represents the Universal 
Uhurch in its sevenfold fulness, containing within 
t all particular Churches. 

" The second Mystery represents a particular 
Church, the Church on Seven Hills, the Church 
>f Rome, claiming to be the Church Universal. 

" The first Mystery represents the Universal 
Uhurch, liable to defects, but not imposing errors 
js terms of communion; and therefore, by 
virtue of the Word and the Sacraments, held 
-ogether in Apostolic Communion with St. John 
ind with Christ, Who walketh in the midst of it^ 
md governed by an Apostolic Ministry, shining 
Ike a glorious constellation in the Hand of Christ. 

" The second Mystery represents the particular 
Church of Rome, holding the cup of her false 
loctrines in her hand, and making all nations to 
Irink thereof. And the voice from heaven cries, 
lome out of her^ My People, that ye be not par- 
akers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
ilagues. 

" The first Mystery is a ' Mystery of Godliness." 

" The second is a ' Mystery of Iniquity.' 

" Such is the interpretation of the two Myste- 
ies of the Apocalypse. 

" If any Minister or Member of the Church of 
2ame can disprove this ccmclibsiou^ Ke %&'UeTd>«^\!f^ 
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^ted to do so. If he can, doubtless he will ; and if 
none attempt it, it may be presumed that they 
cannot; and if they cannot, then, as they love 
their salvation, they ought to embrace the truth, 
which is preached to them by the mouth of St 
John, and by the voice of Christ.'^ 

This appeal was reiterated, in Westminster 
Abbey, on Sunday, Feb. 16, 1851 *. As far as 
the writer is aware, no reply has as yet been made 
to it by any member of the Church of Rome. It 
is therefore repeated here. 

^ Also publiRhed in Occasional Sermons, No. XV. p. 190. 



THE END. 
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